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RDE RED by the Done allembled in Par : 

liament, that Sir WiLLrawm MARSsHAMu do give 
hearty Thanks from this 'Houſe to Mr Owen, for 
his great pains in his ſermon preached before the 
Houſe yeſterday, at MARGARET"'s, WESTMINSTER; 


and that — be deſired to print his ſermon at lar ge 


as he intended to have delivered it, af time had 


pon revented him, wherein he 1s to have the hke li- 
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SIR'S;. 185 — 8 

II. that I half prefaee to the enſuing- 
Diſcourſe is, That ſeeing the Nations 

your own actings are therein 


] N concerned; the welfare of the nation, and + 
| your own proſperity-in your-prefent actings, 
being ſo nearly related. as they are to the 
things of the enſuing Diſcourſe, I ſhould 
be bold to preſs you to a ſerious conſidera- - 
tion of them as now. preſented unto you, 
verre I not affured, by your ready attention 
unto, and favourable acceptation-of their 
delivery, that being now publiſhed by your 
command, ſuch a requeſt would be altoge- 
ther needleſs. The ſuhject matter of this 
Sermon being of ſo great weight and im. 


portance as it is, it had been very deſirable 
that it had fallen upon an abler hand ; as al- 


ſo 
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ſb that more ſpace and leiſure had been al. 


lotted to the preparing of it, firſt for ſo great, 


judicious, and honourable an audience; and 


ſecondly, for public view, than poſſibly. i 
could beg from-my daily: troubles, preflure., 
and temptations, in the midſt of a poor, nu- 
merous, provoking people. As the Lord 
hath brought it forth, that it may be uſeful 
to your Honourable Aſſembly, and the reſi. 
due of men that wait for the appearance of 


the Lord Jeſus, ſhall be the fincere endea- 


vour at the throne of grace, of 


Tour mf? unworthy Servant, 


In rhe Work of the Lord, 
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1 
"Hes. xii. 27. And this word, Yet once more, fignifieth 
24 the removing of, thoſe things that are ſbalen, as of 
things that are made, that thoſe e which cannot 


N. ſhaken may remain. 


FP! 

: 1 2 5 HE main defign of the Apoſtle in this crip- 

1 ture of the Hebrews, is, to prevail with his 
countrymen who had undertaken the profeſſion of 
the goſpel, to abide conſtant 'and faithful therein, 
without any apoſtaſy unto, or mixture with Fuda- 
im, which God themſelves had forſaken ; ful- 
1y manifeſting, that in ſuch back/tiders the Foul of 
the Lord hath no pleaſure, chap. x. 38. 

A. taſk, which whoſo undertaketh in any age, 
ſhall find exceeding weighty and difficult, even to 
perſuade profeflors to hold out, and continue in 
= the glory of their profeſſion unto the end, chap. x. 
36. Prov. xxii. 13. and xxvi. 13. that with patience 
doing the will of God, they might receive the pro- 
= miſe, "I if there be liont in the way, if op- 
3 A poſition 
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poſition or perſecution attend them in their D- 
feſſed ſubjection to the Lord Jeſus. 
+ Of all that deformity and diſſimilitude to the 
Divine nature, which 1s;come upon us by the fall, 
-there is no one part more eminent, or rather no 
one defect more evident, than inconſtancy and un- 
ſtableneſs of mind, in embracing that which is ſpiri- 
tually good. Man bein ig turned from his unchan ; 
able reſt, ſeeks to quiet and ſatiate his ſoul with 
reſtleſs movings towards chan rum thin 955 Eſalmn 
exvi. 7. 
. who worketh all our works or us, and 
n ut, Iſa. xxvi. 12. worketh them alſo * by us: and 
therefore that which he will give, he perſuades us 
to have, that at once his bounty and our duty may 
receive a manifeſtation in the ſame thing. Of this 15 
nature is perſeverance in the faith of Chriſt; which 
as by him it, is promiſed, and therefore is a grace, 
ſo to us it is preſcribed, and thereby is a duty, 
Petamus ut det, quod ut habeamus jubet: Auguſt. 
Let us aſk bim to beſtewv, what he requires us to en- 0 
oy. Yea, Da Domine quod jubes, et jube quod vis: 
Give what thou commandeſt, and command what 
thou pleaſeſt. "oh 
As a duty, it is by the Apoſtle here confidered, | 
and therefore prefled on them, who by nature | a 
were capable, and by grace enabled for the per- ; 
formance thereof. Pathetical exhortations then 
unto perſeverance in the profeſſion of the goſpel, 
bottomed on prevalent ſcriptural arguments, and 
holy reaſonings, are the ſum of this epiſtle. 
The arguments the Apoſtle handleth unto the 
end propoled, are of two . 
I. Principal. 
2. Deductiue, or emergencies from the firſt. 
t. His 


1 Theſſ. i. 3, 2 Theſſ. j. 11. Deut. x. 16. chap. Xxx. J 
6. Ezek. xviii. 31. Chap. xxxvi. 26. Acts xi. 18. | 
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T. His principal * are drawn from two 
ief fountains? 
I. The Author ; 
And, 
= 2. The nature and end of the goſpel. 
3 The Author of the goſpel is either, 
I. Principal and unmediate, which is God the” 
= who having at ſundry times, and in divers 
anner e, formerly ſpoken by the prophets, herein . 
teth by his Son, chap. 1. 1. 
2. Concurrent and immediate; Jeſus Chriſt, this 
great ſalontion, being begun to be ſpoken to us 2 y the 
Lord, chap. ii 3. 
* This latter he chiefly confidereth, as in and by 
Pom the goſpel is differenced from all other diſ- 
"groom of the mind of God. | 
+ Concerning him to the end g 1. His perſan. 
intended, he propoſeth, & 2, His employment. 
For his perſon, that thence he may argue to the 
Ping aimed at, he holdeth out, 
I. The infinite glory of his deity, being the 
] 'Brightne s of his Father's glory, a the expreſs i- 
* of hit per fon, chap. i. 3. 
2. The infinite condeſcen/ion of Zi, love, in aſſum- 
g humanity : For becauſe the children were par- 
EI of fleſh and blood, he alſo himſelf took Part of © 
tbe ſame, chap. ii. 14. 
And from the conſideration of both theſe, he 
preſſeth the main exhortation which he hath in 
hand, as you may ſee, chap. ii. I, 2, chap, iii. 12, 
1, &c. 
The employment of Chriſt he deſeribeth in his 
ffices, which he handleth, 
1. Poſitively, and „ 7 nan £ chap. i. a, 9 
2. Comparatively, ing chiefly on his prieſt- 
ood, exalting it in ſundry weighty particulars, a- 
bove that of Aaron, which yet was the glory of the 
Jewish worſhip, and this at large, chap. vi. vii 


A.2 And 
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And this beiag variouſly advanced and aſſerted 
he layeth as the main foundation upon which he 
placeth the weight and ſtreſs of the main end pur- 
ſued, as in the whole epiſtle is every where ob- 
vious. 


II. The ſecond” head of prencipal arguments . 


taketh from the goſpel itſelf, which, conſidering as 


a covenant, he holdeth out two ways: 


1. bfolutely, in its efficacy, in reſpect of, 
1. Juſtification: In it God is merciful to b 
teouſneſs, and fins and inquities be remembers 


no more, chap. viii. 12. Bringing in perfect 


remiſſion, that there ſhall need no more offering 
For fin, chap. x. 17. 

2. Sonctifcotion: He puts his laws iu our hearts, 
and writes them in our minds, chap. x. 16. in 
it purging our conſciences by the blood of Cbriſt, 
chap. ix. 14. 


3. Ferſeverance: I will be to tbem a God, and 


they ſhall be to me a people, chap. viii. 10. All 
— are alſo held out in ſundry other pla- 
n 
5 1 Rope vely to the covenant of works, and 
: in this regard aſſigns unto it principal qua- 
lifications, with many peculiar eminencies 
them attending, too many r now to be named: 
Now theſe are, 
1 Wr it is b: Me faith: a New Covenant, 
and hath made the firft old, chap. viii. 13. 
2. Better: It is a better covenant, and built upon 
better promiſes, chap. vin. 6, 7, 22. 
3. Surer : The prieſt thereof being ordained, 


not after the law of a carnal commandment, but 


aſter the power of an endleſs life, chap. vii. 16. 


4. Unaiterable : So in all the run before na- 


og and ſundry others. . 
Al Which are * en in its peculiar 
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Jator, Jeſus Chriſt: which is the ſum of chag- 


vii ” 


they might not forget the end for which they 


were now drawn forth, and ſo exactly handled, he 
interweaves many pathetical intreaties, and preſ- 


ſing arguments, by, way. of application, for the- 


| confirming and eſtabliſhing his countrymen in the 


faith of this glorious goſpel, as you may ſee almoſt. 
in every chapter. ä 


* . 


And ſtill in the holding out of theſe things, that 


2. His arguments leſs principal, deduced from 


the former, being very many, may be referred to 
theſe three heads. | | 
1. The benefits by them enjoyed under the goſ- 
2. The exrmple of others, who by faith aad pa- 
tience obtained the promiſes, chap. xi. 
3. From the dangerous and pernicious conſequence of 
backſliding, of which only I ſhall ſpeak. Now this 
he. ſetteth out three ways 


1. From the nacure of that fin: It is a cruci/ying* 


to themſelves the Son of God afreſb, and putting him 
to open ſhame, chap. vi. 6. a treading under foot the 
Son of God, counting the blood. of the covenant an un- 
holy thing, and doing deſpite to the Spirit of grace, 
hap. x. 29. CEL | 

2. The irremedileſs puniſhment which attends 
that fin: There remains no more ſacrifice for it, but 


b à certain fearful looking for of julgment, and fiery 


hw ay that ſp.1ll conſume the adverſ.ries, chap, 
Xx. 20, 27. | 

3. The perſon againſt whom peculiarly it is 
committed, and that is he who is the Author, ſub- 
ject, and Mediator of the goſpel, the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; concerning whom, for the aggravation of 
this fin, he propoſeth two things 5 

1. His goodneſs and love, and that in his great 

undertaking to be a Saviour, being made lite unto 
ALAN 43 8 
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his brethren in all things, thas he might be a merci- 
ful and faithful bigb-prięſt in things pertaining to 
God, to make reconciliation for the fins of the people, 
chap. li. 17. And of this there is a ſweet and 
choice line, running through the whole diſcourſe, 
making the fin of backſliding, againſt ſo much 
love and condeſcenſion, appear exceeding finful. 

2. His greatneſs or power, which he ſets out 
as ways : 

I. Abſolutely, as he is God to be bleſſed for e- 
ver, chap. i. and it ts a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God, chap. x. 31. 

2. Comparatively, as he is the Mediator of the 
new covenant, in reference to Moſes. And this 
he ſetteth forth, as by many and ſundry reaſonings | | 
in other places of the epiſtle, ſo by a double teſti. ' | 

, mony in this 12th chapter, making that inference 
from them both which you have, ver. 25. See that. 
you refuſe not him that ſpeaketh : for if they eſca- 
yo not who refuſed him who ſpabe on Men 4 how 
much more ſhall not we eſcape, if we turn away from . 
him who ſpenteth' from heaven, 

Now the firſt teſtimony of his power is taken 
from a record of what he did heretofore ; the o- 
ther from a prediction of what he will do hereafter. 

The firſt you have, ver. 26. in the firſt part of it. 4 
His voice THEN fhook the earth : Then, that is, 
when the /aw was delivered by him, as it is de- 
ſcribed, ver. 18, 19, 20. foregoing. When the 

mountain, upon which it was delivered, Exod: xix. 
18, 19. the mediator, Moſes, into whoſe hand it 
was delivered, and the people, for whoſe uſe it was 
delivered, aid all ſhake and tremble, chap. xx: 18. 
at the voice, power, and preſence of Chriſt ; who, | 
as it hence appears, is that er who gave the. 1 
law, Exod. xx. 2. 9 
The ather, in the ſame Fart, is taken from a 


— — 
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| prediction out of Haggar i ii, 16. of what he will do 
- hereafter, 


*. 
- * 
= 
* 
1 
. "ou 


Fi OF HEAVEN AND BARTH _ 


"L hereafter, even demonſtrate and make evident his, 


0 power beyond whatever he before effected: He 
, * hath promiſed, ſaying, Tet once more, I ſhake not 
l tbe earth only, but alſo the heavens. , - | 
„ And if any one ſhall aſk, wherein this eſſect of 
N. the mighty power of the Lord Jeſus conſiſteth, and 
duo from thence profeſſors may be prevailed. up- 
t 4 on to keep cloſe to the obedience of him in his king-. 


| dom? The apoſtle anſwers, ver. 27. And this 
' word, Yet once more, figmfies the removing of thoſe 
* things that are ſhaken, as of things that are made, 
© that thoſe things which cannot be ſhaken may remain. 
- And thus am I ſtepped down upon the words of 
1 my text, finding them in the cloſe of the arguments 
5 drawn from the power of Chriſt, to perſuade pro- 
.' |» feſſors to conſtancy, in the paths of the goſpel ;- 
and having paſſed through their coherence, and 
. 0 held out their aim and tendence, their opening and 
application comes now to be conſidered, and here- 
| in are theſe three things: 
- 8 I. The apoſtle's aſſertion : The things that are- 
* ſhaken ſhall be removed, as things that are made. 
| II. The progf of this aſſertion : This word, once + 
| more, fignifieth no leſs. 
III. His 2aference from this. aſſertion, thus pro- 
ved: The things that cannot be ſhaken muſt remain. 
I. In the firſt I ſhall conſider, 
1, What are the things that are hn. 
2. What 1s their ſhaking. 
3. What their removal, being ſhaken. 

For the ig, there is great variety of judgment: 
amongſt interpreters; the foregoing verſe tells us, 
it is not only the earth, but the heaven alſo ; but 
now what heaven and earth this ſhould be is du- 
bdious, is not apparent. So many different appre- 

henſions of the mind of God in theſe words, as, 
' >> have any likeneſs of truth, I muſt needs recount _ 
1 and N that no prejudice may remain from, 
4 bother 
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other conceptions, againft that which from chem 


we ſhall aſſert. 


(r.) The earth (ſay ſome) i is the men of the earth, | 
living thereon ; and the heavens are the angels, | 
their bleſſed inhabitants; both ſhaken or ſtricken 
with amazement, upon the nativity-of Chriſt, and 
preaching of the goſpel. The heavens were: *ſha- 

ken, when ſo great things were accompliſhed, as 
that the angels themſelves dgſired to- look into them, 


1 Pet. i. 13. And the earth was filled with a- 


mazement when the Holy Ghoſt being poured. 
out upon the apoſtles for the preaching of the goſ. 


pel, men of every nation under heaven were ama- 
zed, and marvelled at it, Acts ii. 5,6, 7. Thus 


Rollocus, Piſcator, and „ other famous di- 


vines. But, 


1. The ſhaking here/ intimated by the apoſtle, 


was then, when he wrote under the promiſe, not 
actually accompliſhed, as were the things by them 
recounted ; for he holds it forth as an iſſue of that 
great power of 'Chriſt, which he would one day 


exereiſe for ww fiether. eſtabliilhment of his Fing-- 


dom. 

2. This * now is to be done, muſt excel that 
which formerly was done at the giving of the law, 
as is clearly intimated in the inference, then ho 

ſhook the earth, but now the heavens alſo. It is a 
gradation to an higher demonſtration of the power 


of Chriſt, which that the-things of this interpre- 


tation are, 15 not apparent. 


3. It is marvellous theſe learned men obſerved $ 


not, that the heavens and the earth ſhaken, ver. 26. 
are the things to be removed, ver. 27. Now, how- 
are angels and men removed by Chriſt ? are they 
not rather gathered up into one ſpiritual body and 
communion? Hence, ver. 27. they interpret. the 
ſhaken things tobe Judaical ceremonies, which, ver. 26. 
WWW | 
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(2.) Others, by heaven and earth, underſtandthe+ 
material parts of the world's fabric; commonly ſo 
called; and by their ſhaking, thoſe. portentous- 
figns and prodigies, with earthquakes, which ap- 
peared in them at the birth and death of the Lord 

Jeſut. & new ſtar, preternatural darkneſs, ſhak- 
ing of the earth, opening of graves, rending of 
rocks, and the like, are to them, this ſhaking. of 
heaven and earth, re ii. 2. and xxvii. 45. 
Luke xxiil. 44, 45. Matth. xxvii. 51, 52. 80 N. 
nius, and after him moſt of ours. 

But this interpretation is obnoxious to the: 
_ exceptions with the former, and alſo others: 

or, 
1. Theſe things being ag before, rs they 
he held out under a-promiſe ? 


2. How axe theſe aten things ed which. 
with their ſhaking they muſt certainly be, as in my 


3. This ſhaking of heaven and earth is aſcriliedi. | 
to the power of Chriſt as Mediator; whereunto 
theſe ſigus and prodigies cannot rationallyobe: af... 
ſigned; but rather to the ſovereignty of the Father, ' 
bearing witneſs to the nativity and death of his 


Son: So that neither can this; n be fal- | 


tened on the words, 


(3.) The fabric of heaven and earth, is by others 
alſo intended, not in reſpect of the ſigus and pro- 
digies formerly wrought in them; but of that diſ- 


* ſolution, or as they ſuppoſe, alteration which they 


ſhall receive at the laſt day: So Paræus, Grotius, 
and many more. Now, though theſe avoid the. 
rock of holding out as accompliſhed, what is only 


- promiſed, yet this gloſs alſo is a dreſs: disfiguring 


the mind of God in the text: For, 
1. The things here ſaid to be halten, do ſtand in- 


| 3 a plain oppoſitlon to the things that cannot be ſba- 


n ae am 0 be re. 
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moved, that theſe may be brought in. Now the 
things to be brought in are the things of the ling 
dom of the Lord jeſus. What oppoſition, I pray, 
do the material fabric of heaven and earth ſtand 
in to the kingdom of the Lord Jeſus? doubtleſs 
none at all, n the * ſeat of that king- 
dom. : 
2. There wilh, on this ground. be no hedging in 
of the Kingdom of the Lord Jeſus, until indeed 
that kingdom, in the ſenſe here inſiſted on, is to 
ceaſe; that is, after the day of judgment, when the 
kingdom of grace ſhall have place no more. 
; Thoſe are the moſt material and likely miſtakes 
about the words. I could eaſily give out, and 
pluck in again, three or four other warping ſenſes; 
but I hope few, in theſe days of acoompliſhing, will 
once Rumble at them. The true mind of the Spirit, 
by the help of that Spirit of truth, comes next to 
be unfolded: and firſt, what are the things that are 
ſhaken? 
. As the apoſtle here applies a part of the pro- 
phecy of Haggar, ſo that prophecy, even in the 
next words, gives light unto the meaning of the 
apoſtle. Lock what heaven and earth, the pro-; 
phet ſpeaks of ; of thoſe, and no other, ſpeaks the % 
apoſtle. The Spirit of God, in the ſcripture, 1s 
his own belt interpreter. See then the order of E. 
_ | the words, as they lie in the prophet; Haggai ii. : 
6,71 will Halt heaven and earth : I will ſhake 
all nations. God then ſhakes. heaven and earth, 
when he ſhakes all nations ; that is; he ſhakes the 
heaven and earth of the nations. I will ſhake hea- 
ven and earth, and I will ſhake all nations, is a 
pleonaſme ; for, I wil! ſhake the heaven and earth of 1 
all nations. Theſe are the 1 ſhaken in mF = 


The 8 of * bene what are they? even 
their I heights and glory, thoſe forms of 
government 3 
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government which they have framed for themſelves 
and their own iutereſt; with the . and 
luſtre of theig,dominions. 

> The nations earth is the multicodes. of their 


* xx — 
. - 


people, their ſtrength and power, whereby their 
4 Heavens, or political heights, are ſupported. : 

| It is then neither the material heavens and earth, 

nor yet Moſaical ordinances, but the political 
beights and ſplendour, the popular multitudes and 

ſtrength of the nations of the earth, that are * 

to be ſhaken, as ſhall be proved. 

Tauhat the earth, in [pevphndizel 3 or 
5 predictions of things, i is frequently, yea, almoſt al- 
ways taken for the people and multitudes of the 
earth, needs not much proving: One or two in- 
ſtances ſhall ſuffice: Rev. xii. 16. The earth Belp- 
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that it was the multitudes of earthly people none 
.doubts. Pſal. Ixviii. 8. Hab. ii. 20. Mat. xxiv. 3. 
1 Sam. xiv. 25. That an earthquake, or ſhaking 
of the earth, are popular commotions, is no leſs 
evident from Rev. xi, 13. where, by an earth- 
> quake, great Babylon receives & fatal blow. | 
And for the heavens, Whether they be the poli- 
tical heights of the nations, or the grandeur of po- 
> -tentates, let the ſcripture be judge; I mean when 
> uſed in this ſenſe of ſhaking, or eſtabliſhment. 
Iſa. li. 15, 16. I am the Lord thy God, who di- 
= -vided the ſea, whoſe waves roared: The Lord of 
HBioſtæ is bis name. And 1 have put my words in 
= thy mouth, and have covered thee in the, ſhadow of 
mine hand, that I may plant the heavens, and lay the 
= foundations of the earth, and ſay unto Sion, Thou art 
Buy a repetition of what he hath done, he efta- 
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pliſheth his people in expetiation of what he will 
do. And, 

% 1. He minds them of that wonderful deli ver- 
7 nace 


ed the woman again/* the flood of the dragon: which _ 
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-ance from an army behind them, and an ocean be- 
fore them, by his miraculous preparing ny paths 
for them in the deep: 1 am the «yp who divided 
be ſea, whoſe waves roared. det 
2. Of his gracious acquainting theme with his 
mind, his law, and os Horeb-: 1 * 


-(faith he) put my words in v4 | 
ing procion . 
s, when. they 


3. Of that & favourable and 
*forded them in the wilderue 
encompaſſed with enemies round about: 7 covered 
thee in the ſhadow of mine band. a 
Now, to what end was all this? Why, faith he, 
that 7 might þ lant the heavens and lay the foundation 
oof the earth'? What! of theſe mri viſible hea- 
-vens and earth ? 2460 years before at leaſt, were 
they planted and eſtabliſhed : It is all but mak ing 
of Zion a people, which before was ſcattered in diſ- 
tinct families. And how is this done? Why the 
heavens are planted, or a glorious frame of 
: ment and polity 15 erected amongſt them, and the 
multitudes of their people are diſpoſed into an order- 
iy commonwealth, to be a firm foundation and bot- 
tom for the government amongſt them. This is 
the heavens and earth of the nations which is to 
be ſhaken in my text. 
"Ha. xxxiv. 4. All the boſts of heaven ſhall 5 Ai 
ſolved, and the heavens ſhall Be rolled togetber as-a 
ſeroll, and all tbeir hoſts ſhall full down," as-the leaf 
Jalleth from the vine. Now theſe diſſolved, rolled 
heavens, are no other but the power and heights'of 
the oppoſing nations, their government and tyran- 
ny, oy 0g that of Idumea, as both the forego- 
ing and following verſes do declare. The indigua- 
tion of the Lord (ſaith he) :s upon the nations, and 
Bi fury upon ther armies, he hath delivered them: ta 
the Aaugbter; their lain, &c. 
fler. iv. 23, 24, 25. 1 beheld the carib, and 1 5 
"Was without form and. void and the beavens, and 
2 they 
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1 bey had no light, 1 beheld the mountains, and lo, they 
 *Zerembled, and all the bills moved lightly. Here is 
beaven and earth ſhaken ; and all in the raifing the 
political ſtate and commonwealth of the Jews by 
the Babylonians, as is at large deſcribed in tho 
verſes following: ; "NE 
Enek. xxxii. 7. { will cover the heaven, and make 
be flars thereof dark © I will cover the ſun with a 
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loud, and the moon ſball not. give her light : and all 


be bright lights o heaven will I make dark over 
#hee, and ſet darkneſs upon thy land, ſaith the Lord 
God. Behold, heaven and earth, ſun, moon, and flars, 
all ſhaken and confounded in the deſtruction of 
Egypt; the thing the m_— treats of, their king- 
dom and nation being to be ruined. FY 
\ Not to hold you foo long upon what is ſo plain 
und evident, you may take it for a rule, that in the 
denunciations of the judgments of God, through 
all the prophets, heavens, ſun, moon, ſtars, and the 
ke appearing beauties and glories of the aſpecta- 
ble heavens, are taken for governments, governors, 
dominions in political ſtates, as Iſa. xiv. 12, 13, 4, 
5. Jer. xv. g. chap. li. 25. Iſa. xiii. 13. Pſal. 
viii 8. Joel ii. x0, Rev. viii. 12. Matt. xziv. 
V9. Luke xi. 25. Iſa. Ix. 20. Obad. 4. Rev. 
W111. 13. chap. xi. 12, chap. xx. II. ER 
Furthermore, to confirm this%expoſition, St John, 
the Revelation, holds conſtantly to the ſame man- 
per of expreſſion: heaven and earth in. that book, 
pre commonly thoſe which we have deſcribed. In 
| ticular, this is eminently apparent, chap. vi. 12. 
3, 14, 15 verſes, And 1 beheld, and when be Bu 
Pened the fexth ſeal, there was a great earthquake, 
ud the fun became black as ſackcloth of hair, and the 
[7 | wy became' as blood, And the flars of beaven fell 
Piuto the earth : And the heaven departed, as a ſeroll _ 
oben it is rolled together; and every mountain and 
und were moved out of their places, &c. 74 
* 4 B 4 - 1 
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. The deftrudion and waſting of the Pagan 2 
miſh ſtate, the plagues and commot ions of her 

ple, the dethroning her idol-worſhip, and delituc. 
tion of perſecuting emperors and captains, with the 


tranſition of power and ſovereignty, from one ſort 


to another, is here held out under this grandeur of 


words, being part of the ſhilkmg of beaven and : 


earth in my tet. 
Add laſtly hereunto, that the names of the 


_ reſtoration of God's people into a glorious condi- 


tion, after all their ſufferings, is perpetually in 


the ſcriptute, held out under the ſame terms; and = 


you have a plentiful demonſtration of this point, 


Iſa, Ixv. 17. Bebold I create new heavens, and 1 
a new earth : and the former ſball not be remember. 


ed, nor come into mind, ver. 18. Be you glad and 


rejoice for ever in that which 1 create, &6. See Iſa. 


Ixvi. 22, 23, 24- 
2 Pet. iii. 1 3. Nevertheleſs we, ecerding to his 
. promiſe, look for new heavens and à new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs .* «7 
Rev. xxi. I. / ſaw a new heaven and a net rar th; 


for the firft heaven and the firft earth were paſſed © 


away, and there was no more ſea. The heaven and 


the earth 1 15 reſtored ; but the ſea, that ſhall be no 


More. 


which were the fea. or many waters, on which the 


"whore ſat, Rev. xvii. 1. ſhall have no. place at all 


| in the Church's reſtored condition. 


I hope it is now fully cleared, what i is meant by 


the things that are ſhaken; even the political 


X baights, the : {lender and ftrength, of the nations of 
| 5 me 


Conſtan. lib. 1. 9 O, 31, FR Fi 


t 
- hoſe gatherings together of many waters, Gen. 
1. 10. rivers. from all places, or pretended cler- 
gymen from all nations, into general councils, 


= Eufebs Erg . lib. 9. 6. 8. 10. 1h. 8. cap. 25. — 4 
k 
& 
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the earths. The foundation of the whole is laid, 


and our beap (or building, if your favour ſo ac- 


cept it) will go on apace; for to the analogy hereof 
ſhall the reſidue of the words be interpreted. 
Part II.] The ſecond thing conſiderable is, what 
is the habing of theſe things? Po this the anſwer 
is now made brief and facile. Such as are the 
things ſhaken, ſuch muſt their ſhaking be; ſpirit- 
ual if ſpiritual ; natural, if natural; ervil, if civil. 
Now, they being declared and proved to be civil 
things, ſuch alſo is their ſhaking ; Matt, xxtv. 6, 
7. Jer. iv. 19. IIa. ix 5. Now; what is a civil ſha- 
King of civil conſtitutions ? How are ſuch things 
done in the world? What are theſe. earthquakes ? 
Truly the accompliſhment hereof is in all nations 
ſo uuder our eyes as that I need not ſpeak one 
word thereunto. - 5 „ 
Part III.] Neither ſhall I inſiſt upon the third 
enquiry, viz. when this ſhaking ſhall be: The text 
is plain, that it muſt be previous to the bringing 
in of thoſe things that cannot be moved; that is 
the proſperous eſtate of the kingdom of Chriſt. 
Only we may obſerve, that beſides other />g4ings in 
articular nations of leſs. general eoncernment and 
1mportance, this prophecy hath, and ſhall receive a 


' two-fold eminent accompliſhment,” with reference 


unto a two-fold eminent oppoſition, which the king- 


dom of Chriſt hath met with in the world. 


Firſt from the Pagan Roman fate, which, at the 


1 goſpel's firſt entrance, held in ſubjection moſt of 
the chief provinces of the then known world. 


What were the bloody endeavours of the beaver 
and earth of that ſtate for the ſuppreſſion thereof 


is known to our children. The iflue of the whole, 


in the accompliſhment of this protniſe, ſhaking thoſe 
heavens and earth to pieces, I before pointed at, 
from Rev. vi. 12, 13, 14, 15. beginning in the 
plagues of the perſecuting emperors, and ending in 


the ruin of the empire itſelf, But, 


if a 2. The 
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2. The movable things were nat yet in, their 
os to be brought in; more ſeed ef bod muſt 
be ſown, that the end of the golpel's year may 
yield a plentiful barveſt, That /hating was only 
for vengeance upon an old, curſed, and not for the 


bringing in of a new, blefled ſtate. The ü of 


God's wrath having crumbled the heavens and 
earth of Pagan Rome into ſeveral pieces; and that 
empire being removed, as to its old form by the 
craft of Satan, it became moulded up again into 2 
papal ſovereignty, to exerciſe al the power of the 
firſt beaft, in pert<cTID ofthe Saats, Rev xiii. 1 2. 
This ſecond preſſure, though long and fore, muit 
have an end; the new moulded beaver and earth 
of papa! antichriſtian Rome, running by a myſte- 
rious thread through all the nations- of the weſt, 

muſt be.ſhaken alſo, Rev. XVIii. 2. Ia. xl. 12. 
Pal. ii. 6, which, when it is accomplifhed, there 
hall be no more ſea. There 1s not another beaſt 


co ariſe, nor another ſtate to be formed; let en- 


deavours be what they will, the Lord Jeſus ſhall 
reign. And this for the opening of the firſt gene- 
ral head. 


II. General bead.] 2dly | What i is the "removal of 


ee and earth, being LF tp The word here 
tranſlated removal, 1 is — Whence that is come 
to paſs I dare not poſitively ſay. This, doubtleſs, 
is a common fault amongſt tranflators, that they 
will accommodate the words of a text to their own 
apprehenfion of the ſenſe and matter thereof. Un- 
derſtanding, as I ſappoſe, that the things here 12:d 
to be- ſhaken, were the Jewiſh ordinances, they 
tranſlated their diſpoſtion, a r2moval:; Heb, Xr. 5. 
Jude 4. Gal. i. 6. Heb. vi. 18, Heb. vii. Tz, us the 
truth is, they were removed: But the word fipni- 
dies no ſuch thing. As its batural importance, 
from its riſe and compoſition is otherwiſe, ſo nei- 
ther in the feripture, nor l profane author, 
| Wes doth 
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doth it ever fignify properly à removal : tranfla- 


tion, or eee; is the only native, genuine im- 
wt port of it; and Why it thould, in this place, be 
as 


I 


0 


haled out of its on ſphere, and tortured into a 
new ſignification, I know not : removal is of the 
matter, tranſlation of the form only. It is not 
Xx then a deſtruction and total amotion of the. great 
things of the nations, but a change, tranſlation, 
and a new moulding of them, that is here intim 
ted. They ſhall be ſhuffled together almoſt into thetr 
primitive confuſion, ond come out new moulded, for. 
lt be intereſt of the Lord: Jeſus. All the preſent 
1 Rates of the world are cemented together by anti- 
ehriſtian lime, as I ſhall ſhew afterwards, Ualeſs 
they be ſo ſhaken as to have every cranny ſearch- 
1 and bruſhed, they will be no quiet habitation 
for the Lord Chriſt and his people. This then is 
. e hnlabiow of the heaven and earth. of the na- 
tions. 
No this is evident, from that full prediction 
which you have of the accompliſhment hereof, 
Rev. xvii. 12, 13, and 16. 
Ver. 12. The kingdoms of the weſt receive power | 
4 j at one hour with the beaſt. X 
" Ver. x3. In their conſtitution and government. 
gat firſt received, they give tbeir power-to the beaſt, - 
and fight againſt the Lamb. 
: 1 Ver. 14. The Lamb, with his faithful and abs 
ones, overcomes them. There their heaven and earth 
is ſhaken. | 
| 1 Ver. 16, Their power is tenndlated, new mould- | 
; 3 ed, and becomes 4 power againſt” the "eaſt, in the 
1 band of F efus Chrift. | 
F This then is the Gland nance} in my text — | 
which is ſaid to be as of things that are made; 
is, by men, through the concurrence of <a] 
Providence, for a ſeaſon; (which making you 


f I $4 g n 12. and ** not like the King= 
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dom of Chriſt, which being of a purely divine con- 
ſtiltution, ſhall by no human power receive an end. 
The other parts of the text follow briefly. 
II. The next thing is, the apoſtle's proof of this 
_ aflertion. And he tells you, this word once more, 
the beginning of this ſentence he urged from the 
prophet, ſignifies no leſs. The words in the prophet 
are, VN NN D yet once, it it a little: me- 
gat hi, it 29 a little, is left out by the apoſtle, as 
not conducing to the buſineſs in hand: Fri ar, 
(as he rendereth bod achath) is a fufficient de- 
monſtration of the aſſertion. In themſelves they 
hold out a commutation of things; and, as they 
Rand in coanjunttion in that place of the prophet, 
declaring that that Malin and commutation muſt 
be for the bringing in of the kingdom of the Lord 
Chriſt, - In brief being interpreted by the ſame 
Spirit whereby they were indited, we know the 
expoſition is true. "6 AR vi 
III. The laſt head remaineth under two particu. *' 
ars: | | 
1. What are the things that cannot be ſhaken. © _ 
2. What is their remaining. | | 
For the firſt, the things that cannot be aten, 
ver. 24. are talled a Aingdom that cannot be removed + 
Ver. 28. A kingdom ſubject to none of thoſe 
ſhakings and alterations which other dominions 
have been toſſed to and fro withal ; Pſal, ii. 6 
Pſal.-cx. 2. Acts ii. 36. Rev. i. 18, x Cor. xv. 24, 
25, 26, 27, Daniel calls it, A not giving of the 
Kingdom to another people, Dan. ii. 44. Not that 
ecumenical. kingdom which he hath with his Fa- 
ther, as King of nations, but that ceconomical King- | 
.- dom which he hath. by diſpenſation from his Fa- 
ther as king of ſaints, Now this may be confider- *: 
; ed two ways: _ f Me I 
x As purely internal and ſpiritual, which is 
me rule of bis Spirit in the hearts of all his 1 or 
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Luke vi- 20. Mark xii. 34, Ke. This cometh not 
waoeith obſervation, it is within us, Luke xvii: 20, 
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21. conſiſting in 
- the Holy Ghoſt, 


may be again conſidered two ways: 


in the latter days. 


e peace, and joy in 
om. xiv. I | 

2, AS external, and appearing in goſpel admini- 
ſtrations, So is Chriſt deſcribed as a King in the 
midſt of their kingdom, Rev. i. 14, 15, 16, I7. 
As alſo chap. iv. and chap. xi. 15. and both theſe 


LY 


1, In reſpect of their eſſence and being; and fo 
they have been, are, and ſhall be, continued; in all 
ages: He hath built bis Church upon 4 Rock, and. 


4 e gates of hell ſhall not | mp againſt it, Matth. 
xvi. 18. 


2. In reference to their extent in reſpect of ſub- 
jects, with their viſible glorious appearance, which. 
15 under innumerable promiſes, to be very great 
For it ſball come to paſs in the 
laft days, that the mountain of the Lord's houſe ſball 
be Aab ed 1 in the top of the mountains, and ſhall 
be exalted above the hills, and all nations ſhall flow 
unto it, Iſa, ii. 4. 
| Theſe then are the things which cannot be ſha- 


ken, which we may reduce to three heads. 


„ The growth. of righteoufneſs, peace, and joy, 
in the ſaints being filled with light and love, from 
the ſpecial preſence of Chriſt, with a wonderful 
increaſe of the number of thee, multitudes of the 


.ele& being to be born in thoſe days; the reſidue of 
the Jews and fulneſs of the Gentiles meeting in 
one fold, and ere dwelleth rere 2 Pet. 


111. ' - 
| 2. The a of goſpel ordinances, in 
_ and purity, according to the appointment, 


and unto the acceptation of the Lord Jeſus. Tbe 
temple of God and the altar being meaſured anew ; 


„ 3 the outward court, defiled with Gentile worſhip, is 
%. ont, Rev, Xi. I, 2. | 


3- The 


” # P 
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= The gloriqus.and viſible manifeſtation of thoſe 
adminiſtrations, in the eyes of all the world, in 
peace and quietrieſs, None mating afraid, or hurt- 
ing in the whole mountain of the Lord, Iſa, lxv. 25. 
For. the 'perſonal reign of the Lord Jeſus on 
earth, Acts iii. 21. I leave it to them, with whoſe 
diſcoveries I am not, and curiofities I would not 
be acquainted. ,* . 4 

But as for ſuch, who from hence do, (or for fi 
-nifter ends pretend to) fancy to themſelves a ter- 
rene kingly ſtate, unto each private particular 
ſaint, ſo making it a bottom, asendi wt velis, for 
every one to do that which is good in his own 
eyes, to the diſturbance of all order and authority 
civil and ſpiritual, as<they expreſsly claſh againit 
innumerable promiſes, ſo they directly introduce 
ſuch confuſion and diſorder, as the ſoul of the Lord 
Jeſus doth exceedingly abhor. 


It is only the three things named, with their 


neceſſary dependancies, that I. do aſſert. 

And laſtly, of theſe it is ſaid, they muſt remain; 
that 1s, continue, and be firmly , as the 
word is often uſed, Rom. ix. 11. 

Ihe words of the text being unfolded, and the 
mind of the Holy Ghoſt in them diſcovered, L ſhall 


from them commend to your Chriſt ian confidera- | 


tion this following pofition :.. - 

-Obſ.] The Lord Feſus Chr iſt, by his ler fow- 
er, in theſe latter days, as antichr 72 tyranny draws 
to ie period, will ſo far SHAKE and TRANS- 
LATE t#&ePOLITICAL HEIGHTS, GOVERN- 


MENTS, and ST RENO TH f tbe NATIONS, 


as ball ſerve for the full bringing in of his own peace- 
able kingdom ; ' the nations ſo_ſhaken becoming there- 

by a gunet habitation. for the people of the mo High. 
Though the doctrine be clear from the text, yet 
it mall receive farther ſcriptural confirmation, 
Rr of mm weight and congernment,. . 
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Dan. ii. 44. And in the days of THESE KINGS, 
hall the God of heaven ſet up a kingdom, which 
Hall never be deſtroyed : and the tin gdom hall nat 
© be left to other pe 585 but at ball break in pieces, 


{ * and conſume all. theſe kingdoms, ng it /ball ftand for 


ever. 

That this is affirmed of the 8 of Chit: 
under the goſpel, noue ever doubted. 

3 Three things are here remarkably, intimated of 

Wt : 

i 1. The time wherein it ſhall moſt eminently be 
eſtabliſhed ; and that is, in the days of theſe — 

"Yor which Daniel was ſpaaking. 

2. The efficacy of its being ſet up; © al break 

n pieces all theſe kingdoms. 

3. Its own Haha y, it ſhall never be deftroy ed, 


* 


For the firſt, there is great debate, — the 


JVineipal ſeaſon of the accompliſhing of this pre- 


diction; much heſitation who thoſe kings are, in 
whole days the kingdom. of Chriſt is eminently to 
be eſtabliſhed. In the days when the two legs o 


; the Roman empire, ſhall be divided into ten king- 


doms, and thoſe Kingdoms have oppoſed themſelves 


to the power of Chriſt ; that is, in the days where- / 


in we hve, ſay ſome. Yea, moſt of the ancients 
took this for the Roman empire; and ts theſe, the 


„ 1 bringing in of the kingdom of Chriſt, is the eſta- 


bliement of it in theſe days: Others underſtand 
the Syrian and Egyptian branches of the Grecian 


1 n and the bringing in of Chriſt's king-. - 


4 


dom, to be in his birth, death, and preaching of 
che goſpel, wherein certainly the foundations of it 


F ere laid: I will not contend with any. mortal 


Fhereabouts : Only I ſhall oppoſe. one or two things. 
to this latter interpretation: 


1. The kingdom of Syria was totally. deſtroyed, 
and reduced into a Roman province ſixty years he- 


ty: * 


» 


* 


9 ore the nativity of Chriſt, and the ' Egyptian thir= 
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So that it is impoſſible that the Kingdom of 
Chriſt, by his birth, thould be ſet up in their days, 
2. It is aſcribed to the efficacy of this kingdom, 
that being eſtabliſhed, it ſhall break in pieces all 
thoſe kingdoms. Which how can it be, when, at 
the firſt ſetting of it up, they had neither place 


nor name, nor ſcarce remembrance. 
So that it muſt needs be the declining, divided 
* Roman empire, ſhared amongſt ſundry nations, 
hat is here intimated; and fo conſequently the 
kingdom of Chriſt to be eſtabliſhed, is that glo- 


rious adminiſtration thereof which in theſe days, 


he will bring in. e 


7 : 
[ 4 
1 3 F 
7 


Be it ſo, or otherwiſe, this from Lies cannot be 


denied, that.the kingdom of Chriſt will affuredly 

ſhake and tranſlate all oppoling dominions, until i i 
ſelf be eſtabliſhed in and over them all, Te i 
dee which is all I intend to prove from this place. 


"The ten-partite empire of the weſt, muſt give 
place to the ſtone cut out of che mountain with 


g out hands. 


Dan. vii. 2. 15e Bingdom, w A ad 
greatneſs of: the kingdom under the whole” beaver, | 


_ be given to the people of the ſaints of the Mf. 
High, whoſe kingdom is an everlaſting kingdom, and 


all bans ſhall ſerve and my him. Hitherto is 


the end of the matter. 


Either antichriſt is deſcribed in the cloſe of this | 
chapter, or one very like him, St John painting 


himin the Revelation with all this man's colours; 
plainly intimating, that though, in the firſt place, 


that mad raging tyrant Aut ioc bus the illuſtrious 
was pointed at, yet that another was to rife in his 8 


8 
1 


q 
% 


 bkenefs, with bis craft and cruelty, that with the 


allifance of the ten horns, ſhould plague the ſaints 
of the Chriſtians, no lefs than the other had done 


thoſe of the Jews. Now, what ſhall be the iſſue 
thereof? ver. 26. His dominion, with his adherents, 


TT 


4 
1 1 
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foal be taken away and conſumed: And then ſhalt it 


4 | be given to the people of the Moſt High, as be- 
fore: Or they ſhall enjoy the kingdom of Chriſt in 
a peaceable manner; their officers being made 


peace, and their exaQors righteouſneſs. a 
It is clearly evident, from theſe and other pla- 


bees in that prophecy, that he who is the only po- 


tentate will, ſooner or later, ſhake all the monarchies 
of-the a where he will have his name known, 


dhat all nations may be ſuited, to the intereſt of his 
kingdom, which alone is to endure. 


Ia. lx. In many places, indeed throughout, holds 


"2 
==> Dout the ſame. 


Ver. 12. The nation and the kingdo which will 


0 not ſerve thee, ſball. be broken to pieces: That is, all 


the nations of the earth; not a &nown nation, but 
the blood of the ſaints - Chriſt is found in the 
ſkirts thereof, Now, what ſhall be the iſſue when 


1 ' they are ſo broken? 


Ver. 17, 18. I will make thine officers peace, « and 
thine exattors righteouſneſs : Violence ſhall no more 
be heard in thy land, waſting nor deſtruction within 
thy borders : but thou Salt call thy walls Jann, | 
and thy gates praiſe. 

See, at your leiſure, to this nds Amos ix. 


I, 12, 13, 14, 15. Jer. xxxi. 23, 24, 25. Ila. 


XXIII. 21, 22, 23, 24. N 
I ſhall only add that punctual deſcription, which 
you have of this whole matter, as Daniel calls it, in 
the. Revelation, with reſpe& unto its accompliſh- 
ment, chap. xvii. The Roman harlot having pro- 


cured the ten kings, or kingdoms, into which the 
laſt head of the Roman empire ſprouted, about the 


year 450, by the inundation of the northern na- 


; | | tions to join with her, they together make war a- 


Sainſt the Lamb, ver. 12, 13, 14. 
Ver. 12. The ten horns which thou Jaweſt (upon 
the laſt head of the great beaſt, the Roman mo- 
r . + narchy) 
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narchy) are ten ings which have received no ting- 
dom as yet, (to wit, when John ſaw the viſion) but 
receive POWEeN Os linge one hour with the beaſt. (A- 
bout 490 years after this, the Pope aſcended to 
his ſovereignty, and theſe ,weſtern nations grew 
into diſtin dominions about the ſame time.) 
Ver. 13. Theſe have one mind, (that is, as to the 
bufineſs in hand, for otherwiſe they did and do vex 
one-another with perpetual broils and 1 iow and 
all give their power and ftrengtb to the beg 
ſwear to defend the rights of boly church, which 
is no other than Babylon), and act accordin ly. 
Ver. 14. Theſe make war with the Lamb, (having 
ſworn and undertaken the defence of holy church, 
. or Babylon, they perſecuted the poor heretics 
with fire and ſword ; that is, the witneſſes of the 
Lamb, and in them the Lamb himſelf, (ſtriving to 
keep his kingdom out of the world) and the Lomb 
Hall overcome them, ſhaking and tranſlating them 
into a new mould and frame; For he us Tord 7 
lorde, and King of tings, and they that are with him 
(whoſe help and endeavours he will uſe) are called, 
and choſen, and fuithful. 
Ver. 16. The ten horns which thou faweſt | upon 
the beaft, (being now ſhaken, changed, and tranſla- 
ted in mind, intereſt, and perhaps government,) 
theſe hate the whore, and fhall-make her deſolate, (are 
| inſtrumental, in the hand of Chriſt, for the ruin of 
that antichriſtian ſtate, which before they ſerved) 
2 naked, and ſhall eat her fleſh, and burn ber with 
e. 


Hence, chap. xviii. 2. Babylon, and that whole 


antichriſtian ſtate which was ſupported upon their 


power and greatneſs, having loſt its props, comes 4 


topling down to the ground: Babylon the great is 
fallen, is fallen, ver. 2. and the ſaints take venge- 
ance on the whore, for all her former rage and 

| | cruelty. 


= 
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— Double unto her double, according to ber 
= works, ver. 6. 
= Ver: 9. Aud the kings of the earth, (being 
e ſome of them ſhaken-out of their dominion, for 
L refuſing to cloſe with the Lamb) uο⁰οbave com- 
= < mitted fornication and lived deliciouſly with her, 
= © (learning and practiſing falſe — of her in- 
+ <ſtitution) „bal bewail Ber, and lament for her, (as. 
| 7 ©thaving received fuocour from her, her monaſte- 
4 = <.ries and ſhavelings, in their diſtreſs, whereunto - 
4 indeed they were brought for her ſake) when 
7 6 e they ſhall fee the ſmoke of her burning, (beholding 
| f 1 < her - dirkwets ſtink, and nn in her Auel 
e deſolation.) 
i Now, all this ſhall be tranſacted . ſo Gt 
25 obſcurity and darkneſs, Chriſt not openly ap- 
e pearing unto carnal eyes, that though © many 

* ſhall be purified and made white, yet the wicked 

„ ſhall do wickedly, and none of the wicked ſhall 
2 underſtand, but the wife ſhall underſtand, Dan. 

«© xii. 10. There ſhall be no ſuch demonſtration 
oof the preſence of Chriſt, as to open the eyes of - 
q w hardened men: but at length, having ſuffered the 
t poor deceived wretches'to drink of the cup pro- 
44 j {3 6c pared for them, he appears himſelf gloriouſly, 
t<-chap. xix. 13. in a more eminent manner than 
1 5 ever before, to the total deſtruction of the re- 


4 i moſt cloſe of that dif penſation wherein now "yy 
X< walketh, I no way doubt.“ 

4 The aſſertion bein g-cleared and proved, the rea- 
ir ons of it come next to be conſidered ; and the firſt 


es is, that ox 
17 3 Rey: rg t Chi be done by the wiy of re | 
- i C - om 

nd 


y. 1 + Pak 40 f. Pſal. cxxxyii 3, 9. If. xvii. 1 2 3% Ie 


26, Jer. I. 33, 34. chap. Ii. 24, 26» 347 35+ Zech. Xii. 
| hy 4+ * XIV. 12+ Rev. xvüi, 6, a 15 


ſidue of oppoſers. And that this will be the ut- 
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compence and vengeance... It ig the great gay of 
the wrath of the Lamb, Rev. vi. 17. The land /hall 
be SOAKED WITH BLOOD, and the dull made 
fat with" fatneſs ;- for it is the day of the Lords ven. 
\ geance, and the year of recompence for the controver- 
Jy of Zion, Ifa. xxxiv. 7, 8. The day vengeunce 
18 in his heart, whon the year EF his redeemed is r come, WY 
Ila. Ixiii. 4. It 
The kings of the earth have given their power 
4 to antichriſt, endeavouring to the utmoſt. to keep 
< the kingdom of Chriſt out of the world. What, 
I pray, hath been their main buſineſs for 70 
<« years and ypwards, even almoſt ever ſince the 
< man of fin was enthroned? How have they earned 
the titles, elde/# ſon of the church'; the catbo- 
4 lic and moſt Chrifttan king; defender of the faith, i 
_ © and the like? hath it not been by the blood of 
„ faints ? Is there not in every one of theſe king. | + 
<« doms, the ſlain, and the baniſhed ones of Chriſt 137 
_ * to. anſwer for? In particular, F. 
% Hath not the blood of the ſaints of Jeſus, > 
* (eclipſed by antichriſt and his adherents) Wick- | 7. 
« 1 N and Lollards, cried from the ground for ven- 
i « geance upon. the Engh/h heaven and earth for a ' 
long ſeaſon.? Did not their bodies lie in the * 
& ſtreets of Frunce under the names of Wuldenſis, 
4 4tbigenſes, and poor men of Lyons ? Hath not 
Germany, and the annexed territories, her Hue, 
and Huffile, Hierom, and Subutraguans to anſwer 1 
* for ? Is not Sparn's U on enough. to ruin 2 | 1 
4 world, a x more a kingdom? Have not all 
e theſe, ad all the 9 round about, waſhed 
„their hands and garments in the blood of thou- 
"4 ſauds of proteſtants? And do not the kings of 9 
« all theſe aations as yet ſtand up in the room of 
e their progenitors, with the ſame implacable en- 
© mity to the power of the goſpel? Shew me ſeven Þ 
a kings that ever yet laboured fincerely to enhance 
FS. "INE the 


* 
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? « the. kingdom of the Lord Jeſus, and dare boldly 4 
y of « ſay Oftavus quis ſuerit nondum conſtat. And is ö 
% » there not a cry for all this, How long, Lord, ho- 

„ade © 1y and true, doft thou not avenge our blood on them 


Pens that live on the egrth? Rev. vi. 10. Doth not 
Ver « Son cry, The be done to me and my fleſh be 
CE « upon Babylon, and my blood upon thoſe beavens of 
me, « the nations? And will not the Lord avenge his 


« elect that ery unto him diy and night 2 will be not 
« do it ſpeedily, will he not call the FOWLS OF _ 
% HEAVEN :o eat the fleſh of KINGS and CAP. * 
« TAINS and great men of the earth ? Rev. xix. 

* 18. Will he not make theſe heavens like the. 

* wood of the vine, not a pin to be taken off them | 
« to hang a garment on, in his whole tabernacle?” 

The time ſhall come wherein the earth ſhall diſ- 
eloſe her ſlain, and not the ſimpleſt, Heretic, as they 
were counted, ſhall have his blood unreyenged : 
neither ſhall any atonement be made for this blood, 
or expiation be-allowed,-whilft a toe of the image, 
or a bone of the beaſt 1s left nnbroken.. 

Rea}. 2.] That by his own wifdom he may 
frame ſuch a power as may beſt conduce to the 
carrying on of his-own kingdom among the ſons. 
of men.“ Ane nn 
 He-hath promiſed his Church, that he will give 
unto. it Holy Prifts and Levites, Iſa. Ixvi. 20, 21. 

Which ſhall ferve at the great feaſt of tabernacles, 
Tech xiv. 16. A ſufficient demonſttation that he 
will dwell ſtill in his charches hy his ordinances, 
whatſoever ſome conceive: So alſo, that he vill 
make her civil officers peace and ber exaFors rigbte- 
ouſneſs, Iſa. Ix. 17,18. They ſhall be ſo eftabliſh- 
ed, that the nations, as nations, may ſerve it; and 
2 24; the 


ql. ü. 9, 10, 114 12. Rev. xxvii 14. Matth. xyfit. 20 
1 Cor. xi 26. Eph. iv. 11, 12, 13. Tim. vi. 13, 14. Plal 
Av. 16. Iſa xlix. 7, 23. F n 
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the PTR EP of the ey all become the Sing- 
doms of our Lord, Rev. xi. 15. 

For the preſedt, the government of the nations, 
(as many of them as are concerned therein) is pure- 
ly framed for, the intereſt of antichriſt. No 
kind of government in Europe, or line of gover- 
nors ſo ancient, but that the beaſt is as old as 
they, and had a great influence into their CON- 
STITUTION or ESTABLISHMENT, to pro- 
vide that it might be for his own intereſt. 

I believe it will be found a difficult taſk, to 
name any of the Kingdoms of Europe, (excepting 
only that remoteſt northward). in the ſetting up 
and eſtabliſhment whereof, either as to perſons oc 
government, the Pope hath not expreſsly bargain- 
ed for his own intereſt, and provided that that 
ſhould have the chiefeſt place i in all the oaths and 
bonds that were between princes and people. 

Bellarmine, to prove that the Pope hath a tem- 
poral power indirectly over all kings and nations, 
(if he. mean by indirectly, gotten by indirect means, 
it is actually true, as to too many of them) gives 
ſundry inftances in moſt of the molti eminent na- 
tions in Europe, how he bath actually exerciſed ſuch 
a power for his own intereſt. 

There have been tyo moſt famous and remark- 
able changes of the government of theſe nations, 
and into both of them what an influence the Pope 

had is eaſily diſcernable. | 
Ihe firſt was between.the years 4 and 500 after 
Chriſt, 2 Thefl. ii. 6, 7. when the Roman empire 
of the weſt, that which with-held the man of fin 
from acting his part to the life, was ſhivered to 
pieces by many barbarous nations, Dan. 11. 4x. 
who ſettling themſelves in the fruitful ſoils of 
Europe, began to plant their heavens and lay the 
foundations of their earth, grown g up into civil. 
Kates ; for the moſt part appointing them to be 
rr 
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their kings in peace, who had been their leaders in 

This furious inundation ſettled the Franches in 

Gall, the Saxons in England, the Ve Goths in 1 
Spain, the Eaſt Goths and Longobards into Italy, and 

ſet up the A/mans in Germany ; from ſome where- 

of, though for divers years the papal world was- | 
| exceedingly tormented, and Rome itſelf ſacked; yet. , 
in the cloſe and making up of their governments, | 
changing their manners and religion, they all ſub 

mitted to the uſurpation of the man of fin, Rev. 

xvii. 13. So that in all their windings up, their 

was a ſalve for him and his authority, 

Tue ſecond great alteration took up a long ſpace, 
and was in action about 300 years, reckoning it 
it from the tranſlation of the French crown, from 
d WW Childerecthe IVth, unto Pepin and his ſon Charles, _ 

by papal authority, unto the conqueſt of England 
- by the Normans; in which ſpace, the line of Charles 
„ iu France was again, by the ſame authority, and the 
power of Hugh Capet, cut off; no ſtate in Europe, 
the choice patrimony vt the beaſt, that did not re- 
ceive a ſignal alteration in this ſpace ; nor was there 
any alteration, but that . the Pope had a hand in 
every one of them; and, either by pretended colla- 
tions of right, to pacify the conſciences of blood. 
thirſty potentates, in the undertaking and pur- 
ſuing their unjuſt conqueſts, or fooliſh mitred con- 
* firmations of ſword purchaſes, he got them all fra. 
med to his own end and purpoſe, . which was to 
bring all theſe nations into ſubjection to his Ba- 
byloniſh uſurpations ; which their Kings finding no 
way inconſiſtent with their own deſigus, did will- 
ingly romote, labouring to .enforce all conſciences - 
into ſubjection to the Roman ſce. 

Hence it is, as I ' obſerved before, that ſuch an 
interpoſition was made of the rights of Holy - / 
Church ;- that is, Babylon, the re of fornica- 

8 C. 3 Ws; tions, 
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tions, Rev. Xiii. 5, 16. in all the ties, - oaths, - 
and bonds between princes and people. And for 
the advancement of the. righteous judgments of 
God, that the ſons of men may learn to fear and 
tremble before him. It may be obſerved, that that 
which doth and ſhall ſtick upon potentates to their 
ruin, is not ſo much their own or any other inte- 
reſt, as the very dregs of this papal antichriſtian 
intereſt, thruſt into their oaths and obligations, 
for no end in the world, but to keep the Lord Je- 
ſus out of his throne, 2 Theſſ. ii. 11. 
This is a ſecond reaſon, why the Lord Jeſus, by 
his mighty power, at the bringing in of his im- 
moveable kingdom, will ſhake the beavens and the 
earth of the nations ; even becauſe, in their preſent 
conſtitution, they are directly framed to the inte- 
reſt of antichriſt, which, by notable advantages at 
their firſt moulding, and continued inſinuations e- 
ver ſince, hath ſo rivetted itſelf into the very fun- 
damentals of them, that no digging or mining, 
with an earthquake, will caſt up the foundation 
ſtones thereof. The Lord Jeſus then having pro- 
miſed the ſervice of the nations. to his church, 
will fo far open their whole frame to the roots, as 4 
to pluck out all the curſed ſeeds of the mH of ) 
Iniquit y, which, by the craft of Satan, and exigen- 2 
_ cies of Nate, or methods of advancing the pride 
and power of ſome ſons of blood, have been ſown 
among them. 
Reaſ. 3.] Becauſe as is their intereſt, lo is their 
_ ning. The preſent power of the nations ſtands V 
in direct oppoſition to the bringing in of the king- 
dom of Chriſt. Two things there are which con- 
feſſedly are incumbent on him in this day af his 
advancement. a E 
" "I, The bringing home of his anoient- people, to 
de one fold wittr the fulneſs of the Gentiles ; rai- 
Thy up 22 tabernacle of David , cod bailding it 


. 
T5 
in | 
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in days of old, John x. 16. Ifa. xxxvii, 3. Jer. 
XXX. 9. Ezek. XxXIv. 23. chap. XXxvii. 24, 25. 
Hof. iii. 5. Amos ix. Ix. in the accompliſhment 
of innumerable promiſes, and auſwer to millions 
of prayers put up at the throne of grace, for this 
very glory in all generations. Now there be two 
main hindrances of this work, that muſt be remo- 
ved: The firſt whereof is, 
1. Real: The Great River Eupbrates, the ſtrength - 
and fullneſs of whoſe ſtreams doth yet rage ſo 
high that there is no paſſage for the kings of the 
eaſt to come over; Exod. xiv, 21, 22. Joſh iii. 
F5, 16. Hab. iii. 8, wherefore this muſt be dried 
up as other waters were for their forefathers in 
days of old, Rev. xvi: 12. Doubtleſs this is po- 
ken in allufion to-Abrabam's coming over that ri- 
= ver into Canaan, when the church of God in his 
e- family was there to be erected; whence he was cal. 
in- f led the Hebrew; that 1s, the paſſenger, to wit, over 
= that river, Gen. xiv. 13. and then it may well e- 
nough denote the Turkiſh power, which, proud as 
it is at this. day, poſleſſing in peace all thoſe re- 
gions of the Eaſt, yet God can quickly make it wi- - - 
ther and be dried up: Or, to the deliverance of. 


1 of } the Jews from Babylon, when it was taken and 
en- deſtroyed by the ring up of the ſtreams of that 
1de river, and ſo the.yoke of her tyranny broken from 
wn the church's neck, Jer. li. 31, 32. and ſo it can be 
| no other but the power of the Romiſh Babylon, 
er ſupported by the kings of the nations, which mult . 
nds | therefore be ſhaken and dried up... 
ng- | : Fo hora or the idolatry of the Gentile wor- 
on- ee wi ſtick hard as yet at this, that 
his . | G4 ſhould ih any kind 'of worſhip which 
himſelf had once inſtituted, Rev. ix. 2. But OO. 
to ſnould ever accept any falſe worſhip, which he liad ? 


once {trittly prohibited, and no where to this day 
CO ON: __ will an 
4 7 es Now, * 7. 


* 


4 
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Now, ſuch is all the invented idolatrous worſhip: 
which the kings of the earth have ſucked in, from: 
the cup of fornication held out to them in the 
hand, and by the authority of the Roman whore ; 
this fill they cleave cloſe unto, and will not hear. 
ken to the angel preaching the everlaſting goſpel, 
that men ſhould wor/ſhip-bim who made the heavens, 
and the earth, andthe ſea, and the fountains of * waters, 
Rev. xiit. 6, 7. that is, the God of heaven in Jeſus 
Chriſt, in oppoſition to all their /conolatry, Arto- 
latry, Hagiolatry, Staurolatry, and Maſs-abomina- 
tzons, This then muſt alſo be removed; and be- 
eauſe, as you ſaw before, it is ſo rivetted and ce- 
mented into, and with all the orbs of the nations, 
heaven and earth they muſt be ſhaken, and brought 
eis Aab before. it can be effected. 

2. The ſecond thing he hath to accompliſh is, 
the tremendous total deſtruction of Babylon, Pſal. 
eXxXVi1. 8, 9. Iſa. xlvii. 7, 8, g. the man of fin and 
all his adherents, that are not obedient to the hea- 
venly call, Rev. viii. 4. Jer. li. 25, 26. Rev. 
xvii. I, 2. Tech. ii. 7. Jer. Ii. 6. Jud. xvi. 28, 29. 
Now, as Sampſon, intending the deſtruction of the 
princes, lords, and reſidue of the Pbiliſtines, who 
were gathered together in their idol temple, he 
effected it by pulling away the pillars whereby 
the building was ſupported, whereupon the whole 
frame topled to the ground: So the Lord, intend- 
ing the ruin of that mighty power, whoſe top 
ſeems to reach to heaven, will do it by pulling a- 


way the pillars and ſupporters of it; after which 


it cannot ſtand one moment, Now, what are the 
pillars of that fatal building? Are they not the 
powers of the world, as at-preſent ſtated and fra- 
med? pull them away,” and, alas! what is anti- 
ebraſt ? it is the glory of the kings put. upon — 
that makes mens eyes ſo dazle on the Roman ha 

fot, Otherwiſe ſhe. is but Jike the Egyptian — 


£ . ties, | 
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ties, whoſe ally warſhippers, through many glorious 
ortals and frontiipieces were led to adore the 
e of an ugly ape. 4 
| Add hereunto, that in this. mighty work, the 
Lord Jeſus Chriit will make uſe of the power of 
the. nations, the horns of them ; that 1s, their 
ſtrength, Rev. xvii. 16. they muſt hate the whore 
and make her deſolate and naked, and eat her fleſh 
and burn her with fire, Now, whether this can 
be accompliſhed or no in their preſent poſture, is 
cafily diſcernable. Doth not the papal intereſt lie 
at x bottom of all for the moſt ruling lines of 
Chriſtendom 2 Can that be ejected, without un- 
bottoming their own dominion? do they not uſe 
the efficacy of the Roman juriſdifion, to balance 
the powers of their adverſaries abroad, and to aw 
their ſubjects at home? Hath not the Pope a couſi- 
derable ſtrength in every one of their own boſoms? 
Are not the locuſts of their religious orders all 
ſworn ſlaves to him for number ſufficient to 
make an army to fight the greateſt emperor in the 
world? Are not moſt potentates tied by oath, or 
other compact, to maintain either the Whole, or 
ſome part of the old tower, under the name of 
rights of holy church, prelates, and the like? And 
can any expect that ſuch as theſe hould take up 
the deſpiſed quarrel of the ſaints, againſt that 
flouriſhing Queen! ? doubtleſs, , no ſuch fruit will 
grow on theſe trees er they are thoroughly: 
$ thaken. _ 

Regſ. g. That "<A own people, ſeeing all earth=- . 
ly things ſhaken and removing, may be raiſed up 
to the laying hold of that durable kingdom that: 
ſhall not be removed, Heb. xii. 28. All carnal - 
intereſts will doubtleſs be ſhaken with that of 
Babylon, 2 Cor. iv. 18. Many of God's people are 
not yet weaned from the things that are ſeen; no 
er is one carnal form ſhaken out, but they are 

| ready. | 


with the treaſures of it Iilewere, _Come we to 


© enderſtand theſe things # prudent, and he ſhall know | 
them ? for the ways of the Lord are right, and the þ 


Eve. His way is not ſo in the dark, nor his foot- 


_ vithſtanding all their pretences and poſſeſſion il | 
; things, a and had drawn out experiences by long ob- 
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ready to cleave to another; yea, to warm them. 
Felves in the feathered neſts of unclean birds. All 
fleſhly dominions within doors, and all civil do. 
minion that oppoſeth without doors, ſhall be 
ſhaken. Now theſe things are ſo glewed alſo to 
mens earthly poſſeſfions, the talons of the birds of 
prey haying firmly ſeized on them, that they alſo 


| muſt be ſhaken with them; and therefore, from 


them alſo will he have us to be looſed, 2 Pet. iii. 
ver. 12, 13. 

And theſe are ſome of the reaſons of the poſi. 
| tion laid down, which is fo bottomed, -{o proved, 
as you have heard. Of the ſpeedy accompliſhment 
of all this, I no way doubt. I believe and there. 
ore 1 bars ſpoken. Whether I ſhall ſee any far. 

ther perfection of this work whilſt I am here be- 
low, I am no way ſolicitous; being ' aſſured, that 
If I fail of it here, I hall, through the grace of 
him who loved us and gave himſelf for us, mect 


the uſes. | 
x.] The 7105 of our art Uk I ſhall take 


from that of the prophet; Who is wife, and be /hall 


_ Juſt ſhall walk in them : but the rranſerefſors hall 
fall therein, Hoſ. xiv. 9. Labour for this heaven- 
Iy widom and prudence, that we may know theſe 
things, and be acquainted with the mind and will 
of God, in the ſeaſon and generation wherein ve 
ſteps i in the deep, but that we trap: 6 ies what l 
he is about. 

Luke xii. 54, 5 0 our Saviour gives it in 
as a ſure teſtimony of the Phariſees hypocriſy, not- 


Moſer chair, that” they were wiſe in earth]; | 


ſer vation 
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ſervation of what was like to come to paſs as to 
the weather, by conſidering the ordinary ſigns of 
the alterations thereof; but notwithſtanding that 
mighty effectual concurrence of figns in heaven 
and earth, with the accompliſhment of prophecies, , 


all pointing to the inſtant. eſtabliſhment of the 


kingdom of God in the coming of the Me/fab, not 
diſcerning them at all, they come. and cry, I thou 
be the Cbriſt, give us a fign ; when, without ſatis- 
fying their ſmful-curiofity, heaven and earth was 
full of ſigns round about them.” 

Men, wha will uot regeive God's Hunt, ſappaſe 
they ſhould be wonderful proficients in credulity, 


might they have ſigns of their own fancying. The 


rich glutton thought, that if his way of teaching 
might have been ſet up, by men ring ſrom the dead, 
there would have been a world of converts, more 


than were made by the preaching of the word of 


God. Men ſuppoſe, that if God ſhould now from 
heaven give in ſome diſeriminating prodigy, Oh, 
how abundantly. ſhould they be ſatisfied! The 


truth is, the ſame luſt and corruption that makes 


them diſbelieve God's ſigns, moves n to look 


after ſigus of their own. 


For this very thing then, vere "the Phariſees 
heated as hypocrites, that having wiſdom in na- 
rural things, to caleulate and prognoſticate from 
neceſſary ſigns; yet in the works of the Lord, 


chou gh * ſigns which in his wiſdom he was plea- 


ſed to give were plentiful round about them, yet 
they muſt have ſome of their awn chuſing. I 
pray God none ſuch be found in our day. 

x Chron. xii.-32. it is faid of the men of 1 
ſacbar that they Bad under/banding af the times, to 
know what Iſrael ougbt to; do. Iſrael is in the 
dark, and knows not what to do, if the times and 
ſcuſons bo not diſcovered to them; Eſther i. 13. 
nene in their genera- 

tion, 


* 


3 THE SHAKING AND TRANSLATING 


tion, be not made out unto a people, it will be 


their ruin. 
Hence it is, that hs Lord encourageth us to V 
make enquiry after theſe things; to find out the m 
feaſons wherein he will do any great work for his tc 
people, knowing that without this, we ſhall be al- 
together uſeleſs in,the generation wherein we live. tc 
Iſa. xlv. 11. A me of things to come, concern- tl 
ing my ſons, and concerning the works of my hands, h 
cammand you me. | 
And what is this that the Lord will have his 1 


people to enquire of him about? even the great 
work of the ruin of Babylon, and reſtoration of his 
church, which yet was not to be accompliſhed for P 
240 years. And chis he tells you plainly in the ., 
following verſes ; " 
I have raiſed bim up (Cyrus) in righteouſneſs, 1 12 
will er his ways, he ſhall build my cities, and he 5 
p 
if 
It 


go my captives, not for price nor Joe reward, 
faith 435 8 of hoſts, ver. 13. 


The Lord is earneſt with his people, to enquire. 

into the ſeaſon of the accompliſhment of his great 
intendments for the good of his Church, when as 
yet they are afar off; how much more when they 
are nigh at hand, even at the doors! Whoſo s | b 
wiſe, and will ponder theſe things, they ſhall under. : 

F 

t 


Aand the loving kindneſs of, the Lord, Pſal..cyii. ult. 
Dan. ix. 2. The prophet tells you, that this was 
- -- has great ſtudy, and at length he underſtood, by 


books, the approach of the time wherein God i 
would deliver his church from Babyloniſh capti= | I 

- vity and pollution: Now, this diſcovery hath twe | | 
or three notable products. 5 


1. It puts him upon earneft ſupplicitions for J 
the accompliſhment of their promiſed deliverance , 
in the appointed ſeaſon. Wide from that atheifti- ) 
all frame of ſpirit, which would have a predeter- 8 
| munation of events and ſucceſſes, to eradicate all 
| i | I care, 


er HEAVEN” AND EARTH, 37 


care, and endeavour to ſerve that providence which 
will produce their accompliſhment, A diſcovery 
of the approach of any promiſed and before-fixed 
work of God, ſhould ſettle our minds to the ut- 
moſt endeavour of helping the decree to bring 
forth. 

2. He findy great acceptation in this his addreſs 
to the Lord, by ſupplications, for the eſtabliſhing of 
that work which he had diſcovered was nigh at 
hand : For, 

1. An anſwer is returned kim fully to his whole 
defire, in the midft of his ſupplications, ver. 21. 
Whulft I was praying, the man Gabriel came, &c. 

2. The work which he had diſcovered to be ap- 
proaching, was inſtantly haſtened and gone in hand 
withal, ver. 23. At the beginning of thy ſupplica- 
tions the commandment came forth. Oh, that God 
would ſtir up his faints in the ſpirit of Daniel, to 
conſider, and underſtand by books, the time that 
he hath appointed for the deliverance of his peo- 
ple, that, fixing their ſupplications for the ſpeeds | 
ing thereof, the commandment may come forth for 
its full accompliſhment. 

3. Having attained this, the Lord gives him 
freſh diſcoveries, neu ligbt, of the time for the 
birth of the Meſſiah, which he thought not of, 
. prayed rot for: Sevent 'y weeks. are determined, &c. 
ver. 24. 80 delighted i is the Lord with his peo- 
ples diligent inquiry into his ways and walkings 
towards them, that thereupon he appears unto them 
in the revelation of his mind, beyond all they did 
expect or deſire. 
| Now all this have I ſpoken, to ſtir you up unto 
that, whereunto at the entrance of / this uſe you 
were exhorted ; that you would labour for that 
ſpiritual wiſdom and prudence, which may acquaint . 
your hearts, at leaſt in ſome meaſure, with the 
mind and will of God, concerning his work in the 


D generation 


| 
| 
* 
j 
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generation wherein : you live. And farther to 
provoke you hereunto, know, that you cannot but 
wander, as in many other, ſo 3 in four lit. 


ful things: 


. Sinful cares. 
2. Sinful Fears. | 
3. Smful folliee. - 
4. Sinful neghgence. | 
1. Sinful cares. Anxious and dubious „ 
about ſuch things as perhaps the Lord intends ut- 
terly to deſtroy, or at leaſt render uſeleſs. Had it 
not been the greateſt folly in the world for Noah 
and his ſons, when the flood was approaching to 
ſweep away the creatures. from the face of the earth, 
Gen. vi. 13. to have been ſolicitous about flocks 


and herds that were ſpeedily to be deſtroyed? Ma- 


ny mens thoughts, at this day, do even devour 
them about ſuch things, as, if they #new the ſeaſon, 
would be contemptible unto. them. Wouldſt thou 


| labour for honour, if thou kneweſt that God, at 
this time, were labouring to lay all the honour of 


the earth in the duſt? Iſa. xxiii. 9. Couldſt thon 
ſet thy heart upon the increaſe of riches, wert thou 


acquainted that God intends inſtantly to make - 


ver as ſcones, and cedars as ſycamores ? 1 Kings x. 
27. though not for plenty, yet for value. Would 


men be ſo exceedingly ſolicitous about this or that 


form of religion, this or that power, to ſuppreſs 
ſuch or ſuch a perſuaſion, if they knew that the Lord 
would ſuddenly l the earth with. his knowledge as 
the waters cover the ſea? Hab. ii. 14. Should our 


ſpirits fink for fear of this or that perſecutor or 
oppreſſor, were it diſcovered unto us, that in a 


ſhort time nothing ſhall hurt or dęſtroy in the whole 
mountain of the Lord? Iſa. Ixv. 25. Should we 
tremble at the force and power of this or that grow- 


ing monarchy, giving its power to the beaſt, had 
| Guy revealed unto us, that he is going to hake ck 


7 
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until it be tranſlated? Certain it is, that the root 
of all the ſinful cares, which ſometimes are ready 
to devour the hearts of God's people, is this, un- 
acquaintedaeſs with the work and mind of the 
Lord. | 

2. Sinful fears ; Luke xxi. 28. Our Saviour, ha- 
ving told his diſciples of wars, tumults, ſeditions, 
famines, earthquakes, Wc. which were to come 


upon the earth, bids them, when they ſee theſe 


things, to 1z/# up their heads for joy. But how 
ſhould this be? Rejoice, in the midit of ſo many 
evils and troubles, in the moſt whereof they were 
to have a Benjamin's meſs, a double portion! Yea, 
ſaith our Saviour, refozce, for I have told you be- 
fore, that then it is your deliverance and redemp- 
tion draweth nigh, It is for them to ſhake and 
tremble who are in the dark, who know not what- 
the Lord is doing. They may be at their wits 
end, who know no other end of theſe things : But 
for you, who know the mind of the Lord, what he- 
intendeth and will effect by theſe things, caſt off 
all finful fears, and rejoice in him who cometh. 
Amongſt us in theſe days, new troubles ariſe, 
wars, and rumours of wars, appearatices of famine, . 
in vaſions, conſpiracies, revolts, treacheries, ſword, 
blood. Oh, how do mens faces wax pale, and their 
hearts die within them! ſometimes, with David, 
they could fly to the Philiſtines, and wind up their 
intereſt with them whom God will deſtroy, Eves. 
ry new appearance of danger ſhuffles them off from 
all their comforts, all their confidence. Hence 
poor ſouls are put upon doubling and ſhifting in the 
ways of God, in ſuch a frame as God exceedingly 
abhors : They know not why any mercy is given 
nor to what end, and therefore are afraid to own 
it, leſt ſome ſudden alteration ſhould follow, and 
make it too hot for them to hold it; and all this, 
becauſe they know-not 2 mind of the Lord, nor 
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the judgment of theis God; were they but ac. 
quainted with it, ſo far as it is e 
they would quickly fee all things working toge. 
ther to the appointed end, 
3. Sinful follies. Toil and labour in vain is of 
all follies the greateſt folly; like the Jews under 
Julian, building of their temple in the day, God 
caſting it to the ground in the night. When a man * 
labours, toils, wearies and ſpends himſelf, for the 
accompliſhing of that which ſhall never come to 
pals, and that, which if he would but enquire, he 
might know ſhall never come to paſs, he cannot 
well want the livery of a brutz/h man. How ma- 
ny poor creatures that think themſelves wiſer than 
thoſe of Temon, and Dedan, and all the children cf 
the eaſt, do ſpend and conſume their days and time 
in ſuch ways as this, labouring night and day to ſet 
up what God will pull down, and what he hath 
{aid ſhall fall. Come on, let us deal wiſely, ſaith 
Pharaoh to his Egyptians, Exod. i. 10. to root out 
and deſtroy theſe Iſraelites. Poor fool! is there 
any wiſdom or counſel againſt the Moſt High? 1 
could give inſtances plenty in theſe days, of men 
labouring in the dark, not knowing what they are 
doing, endeavouring with all their ſtrength to ac- 
; compliſh that whereof the Lord hath ſaid, It ſhall 
| not proſper ; and all, -becaule they diſcern not the 
« ſeaſon. _ 

4. Sinful negligence. You are no way able to do 
the work of God in your generation. It is the 
commendation- of many ſaints of God, that they 
were upright, and. ſerved the will of God in their 
generation. Beſides the general duties of the co- 
venant incumbent on all the ſaints at all ſeaſons, 
there are ſpecial works of providence, which in 
Tundry generations the Lord effecteth, concerning 
which be e&peQts his people ſhould know his mind, 
and der ve. him in 1 Now, can a fervant do | 

; his 


rg 
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ifs maſter's work, if he know not his will? The ; 
Lord requireth, that, in the great things which he 
hath to accompliſh in this generation, all bzs ſhould 
aloſe with him. What is the reaſon that ſome 
ſtand in the market-place idle all the day? Some 
work for a ſeaſon, and then give over, they know 
not how to go a ſtep farther, but after a day, a weck, 
a month, or year, are at a ſtand? Worſe than 
all this, ſome counter-work the Lord with all 
their ſtrength. The moſt neglect the duty which _ 
of them. is required. What is the reaſon of alt 
this? They know in no meaſure what the Lord.is 
doing, and Ay he would have them apply them- 
ſelves ,unto. The 5% almoſt live from hand 
to mouth, following. preſent appearances, to the 


« & 


great negle&t of the work which the Lord would 


have haſtened amongit us: All this comes from the 
ſame root. 0 

Aue. But now, if all theſe ſad and finful conſe. - 
quences attend this nefeience of the mind of God, 
as to the things which he is doing in the days 
wherein we live, ſo far as he hath revealed himſelf, 
and requires us to obſerve his walkings; by what-: 
ways and means may we come to the knowledge 
thereof, that we be not ſinfully bewildered in our 
own cares, fears, and follies, Vat that we may fol- 
low hard after God, and be upright in our gene- 
tion? 

A. There be for things whereby we may 
come to have an inſight, into the work which the 
Lord will do and accompliſh in our days: 

1. By the ligbt which he gives... 
2. By the previous works which. Be doth... 
3. The expeFation of hut Saints... 

Te fear. of bis adverſaries... ._ 4 
1, By the light | which be gives, God doth not 
uſe to.{et his people to work in the dark; they are 
the children of light, and they al are no-deeds of darl- 


D 3 | | neſs 
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neſs which they have to do. However others are 
; blinded, they ſhall ſee. Yea, he always ſuits their 
light to their labour, and gives them a clear dif. 
cerning of what he is about. The Lord God doth no- 
thing but Be reveals his ſecrets to his ſervants. The 
Iight of every age, is the fore-runner of the work 
of every age. | 109 F: 

When Chriſt was to come in the fleſh, John Bap- 
tiſt comes a little before. A new light, a new 
Preacher. And what doth he diſcover and reveal? 
Why, he calls them off from reſting on legal cere- 
monies, to the doctrine of faith, repentance, and 

oſpel ordinances; tells them the kingdom of God 
is at hand; inſtructs them in the knowledge of him 
who was coming. To what end was all this? only 
that the minds of men being enlightened by his 
. Preaching, who was a burning and a ſhining lamp, 
they might ſee what the Lord was doing. 

Every age hath its peculiar work, hath its pecu- 
liar light. Now, what-is the light which God 
manifeſtly gives in our days? Surely not new doc- | 
trines (as ſome pretend), indeed old errors, and 
long fince exploded fancies. Plainly, the peculiar 
light of this generation is, that diſcovery which 
the Lord hath made to his people, of the myſtery 
of civil and ecclefiaſtical tyranny : The opening, 
unravelling and revealing the antichriſtian jnte- 
reſt, interwoven and coupled together in civil and 
ſpiritual things, into a ſtate oppoſite to the king- 
dom of the * is the great diſcovery of 
theſe days. o almoſt is there amongſt us now, 
* who doth not evidently ſee, that for many genera- 

. tions, the weſtern nations have been juggled into 
ſpiritual and civil ſlavery, by the legerdemain of 
the whore, and the potentates of the earth, made 
drunk with the cup of her abominations ? how 
the whole earth hath been rolled in confuſion, and 
the ſaints hurfied out of the world, to give way to 

| oe HR 55 | _ 2; 
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their combined intereſt? Hath not, God unveiled 
that harlot, made her naked, and diſcovered her 
abominable filthineſs? Is it not evident to him that 
hath but half an eye, that the Whole preſent con- 
ſtitution of the government of the nations, is ſo 
cemented with antichriſtian mortar from the ver 
top to the bottom, that without a thorough hing 
they cannot be cleanſed? This then plainly diſco- 
vers, that the work which the Lord is doing, re- 
lates to the untwining of this cloſe combination a- 
ſt himſelf, and the kingdom of his dear Son, 
and he will not leave it until he have done it. | 

To what degree in the ſeveral nations this JSha- 
king ſhall proceed, I have nothing to determine in 

rticular, the ſcripture having not expreſſed i it: 
Enis only is certain, it ſhall not ſtop, nor receive 
its period, before the intereſt of antichriſtianity 
be wholly ſeparated from the power of thoſe na- 
tions. 4 

2. By the previous -works he doth, How man: 
of theſe doth our Saviour give, as ſigns of the de- 
ſtruction of Zerufalem, and ſo conſequently of pro- 

pagating the goſpel more and more to the nations? 
Matth. xxiv. Luke xxi. How fearful and dreadful 
they were in their accompliſhment, Joſephus the 
Jewiſh hiſtorian relateth; and how by them the 
Chriſtians were forewarned, anddid by them under- 
| Rand what the Lord was doing , Euſebius and o- 
thers declare. When (faith he). you ſhall ſee the a- 
bomination of deſolation (the Roman eagles and en- 
figns) fanding in the holy place, Matth. xxiv. 15. 
or, Jeruſalem compaſſed with arms, as Luke xxi, 
20; then know by that, that the end thereof is 
come; and your deliverance at hand. 

The works of God are to be ſought out of them 
that have pleaſure in them: They are vocal, ſpeak- 
ing works, the mind of God is in them: they may 
be heard, read, and underſtood ; the rod ow 7 

ar 
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beard, and who bath appointed it, Now, generally 
he begins with leſſer works, to point out to the ſons 
7 men what he is about to aceompliſn. By theſe 

y his will be known, that he may be met in 


— 
ng w what, I pray, are the works that the Lord 


1s bringing forth upon the earth? what is he do- 


ing in our own and the neighbour nations? Shew 
me the potentate upon earth, that hath a peaceable 


mole-hill, to build himſelf an habitartori upon? Are 


not all the controverſies, or the moſt of them, that at 
this day are diſputed in letters of blood among the 
nations, fomewhat of a diſtinct conſtitution from. 


thoſe formerly ynder debate? thoſe tending mere- 


I to the power and ſplendour. of fingle perſons, 


theſe to the intereſt of the many. Is not the hand 
of the Lord in all this? Are not the baking of 


theſe heavens of the nations from him? Is not the 
voice of Chriſt in the midſt of all this tumult? and 
is not the genuine tendence of theſe things open 


and viſible unto all ?- 
What ſpeedy iſſue all this will be drivers to, I 


w not;.ſo much is to be done as requires a long 


fpace. Though a tower may be pulled down faſter 


than it was ſet up, yet that which hath been build- 
ing a. then i years,- is not like to go down in a 


thouſand day 8. - 


3 The expectation of the ſaints, is another thing 
from whence a diſcoyery of the will of God, and 
me work of our generation, may be concluded. 
The ſecret ways of God's communicating his mind 
unt his /aznts, by a freſh ſavour of accompliſhing 
© prophecies, and ſtrong workings: of the Spirit of 


upplications, I cannot nom infiſt upon. This I 


know, they ſhall not be ed inte tamptation,, but 
kept from 5 Baur thereof, wherit comes-upon the 
A _— th.” When God raiſeth np the expecta- 

| — any "ON he is not unto 


them 
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them as waters that fail, Nay, he will aſſuredly 
fulfil the defires of the poor. 

Juſt about the time that our Saviour Chriſt was 
to be born of a woman, Luke iii. 15. how were 
all that waited for ſalvation in Iſrael, raiſed up to 
an high expeQation of the kingdom of God! ſuck 
as that people never had before, and aſſuredly ſhall - 
never have again, Yea, famous was the waiting 
of that ſeaſon throughout the whole Roman empire. 
And the Tord, whom they ſought, came to bis temple. 
Eminent was their hope, and excellent was the ae- 
compliſhment. _ 5 

Whether this will be made a rule to others, or 
no, I Know not: This I am aſſured, that, being bot- 
tomed on promiſes, and built up with ſupplications, 
it is a ground for them to reſt upon. And here I 
dare appeal to all, who with any diligence have 
enquired into the things of the kingdom of Chriſt, 
that have any ſayour upon their ſpirits of the ac- 
compliſhment of prophecies and promiſes in the 
latter days, who count themſelves concerned in 
the glory of the goſpel, whether this thing, of 

| conſuming the my/tery of iniquity, and vindicating 

the Churches of Chriſt, into the liberties purcha- 
fed for them by the Lord Jeſus, by the baking 
and tranſlating all oppoſing heights and heavens, 
be not fully in their expectations. Only the time 
is in the hand of God; and the rule of our actings 
with him is his revealed will, 3 5 | 
J. Whether the fears of hit adverſaries, have not 
their lines meeting in the ſame point, themſelves 
can beſt deterrmime. The whole world was more 
or leſs" dreaded at the coming of Chriſt in the fleſh. 
When alſo the figns of his vengeance did firſt ap- 
pear to the Pagan world, in calling to an account 
for the blood of his ſaints, the kings and captains 
preſent cry out, The great day of bit wrath it 
come, and who ſhall be able to fland? Rev. gt? 
ha 2 am 
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I am not of counſel to any of the adherents to 


the man of fin, or any of thoſe who have given 
their power unto the beaſt; I have not a key to 
the boſoms of the enemies of Chriſt; I am neither 
their interpreter, nor do they allow me to ſpeak 
in their behalf: yet truly, upon very many pro- 
bable grounds, J am fully perſuaded, that were 
the thoughts of their hearts difclofed, notwithſtand- 
ing all their glittering ſhews, dreadful words, 
threatening expreſſions, you ſhould ſee them trem- 
ble and dread this very thing; «That the 
whole world, as now eſtabliſhed, will be wrapped 
up m darkneſs, at leaft until chat curſed intereſt, 


which is fet up againſt the Lord Jeſus, be fully 


aud wholly At aten out from the heavens and earth 
of the nations,” 

And thus, without leading you about by chro- 
nologies and computations, which yet have their 


_ufe, (well to count a number being wiſdom indeed) 


J have à little diſcovered unto - -you ſome rules, 

oY 742 may come to be acquainted with the 
work o in the days wherein we live, and al- 
fo what that work is, Thich 5 is our firſt Uſe, The 
next ſhall be for direction, to guide you what you 
ought to do, when you know what f the work of 
your generation. 

Uſe 2.] Be exhortell to prepare to meet the Lord, 


to make his way ſtraight : And this 1 would preſs | 


diſtinctly, 
1. As to your perſons. 

2. As to your employments, _ 

r. As to your perſons. Give the Lord Jeſus a 
throne in your hearts, or it will not be at all to 
your advantage, that he hath a throne and king- 
dom in the world. Perhaps you will fee the plen- 


ty of it, but not tafte one morſel. Take firſt. that 


which comes not by obſervation, that which i- with- 
in you which ts TGT and Nu, and Joy * in 


- 


% 
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#be Holy Gt. Take it in its power, and you 
will be the better enabled to obſerve it coming in 
its glory. Seek firſt this kingdom of God, and the 
richteouſneſs thereof, and all theſe things fall be 
added unta you. Oh, that it were the will of God 
to put an end to all that pretended holineſs,” Apo. 
eriticat humiliation, ſe//-rntere/ted religion that have 
been among us, whereby we have flattered God 
with our lips, whilſt our hearts have been far 
from him! Oh that it might be the plory of this 
aſſembly, above all the aſſemblies of the world, 
that every ruler in it might be a ſincere ſubject of 
the Lord Jeſus ! Oh, that it might ſuffice that we 
have had in our parliament, and among our mt- 
niſters, ſo much of the form and ſo little of the 
wer of godlineſs ; that we have called the world 
Chriſt, and luſts Chriſt, and ſelf Chriſt, working 
indeed for them, when we pretended all for Chriſt! 
Oh, that I could nouriſh this one contention in 
our honourable aſſembly, that you might ſtrive 
who ſhould excel in ſetting up the Lord Jeſus in 5 
your hearts! 

You may be apt to think, that if you can carry 
on and compaſs your purpoſes, then all your ene- 
mies will be aſſuredly diſappointed : do but em- 
brace the Lord Jeſus. in his kingly power in your 
_ boſoms ; and, iþ/o facto, all your enemies are ever- 
laſtingly diſappointed: You are the grains, which, 
in the ſifting of the nation, have been kept from 
falling to the ground. Are you. not the reſidue of 
all the chariots of England? Oh, that in you 
might appear the reality of the kingdom of the 
Lord Jeſus, which hath been ſo long pretended by 
others! that ſound righteouſneſs, not a Phariſai- 
cal, rigid ſupercilious affectation, nor a careleſs 
belief and comportment, the iſſue of novel fancies, 
might be found upon your ſpirits; that you may 

be thought meet to rejoice with the Lord ir Is 
AN kingdom! 
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kingdom ' otherwiſe, this day of the Lord, which 
we have deſcribed, however deſired and longed af. 


ter, will be darne/s to you, and not ligbt. 


2. In reference to your great employments, where. 
unto the Lord hath called you; and here I ſhall 
briefly hold out unto you one or two things. 

1. That you would ſeriouſly confider, why it is 
that the Lord ſhakes the heavens and the earth of 
the nations, to what end this tendeth, and what is the 
cauſe thereof. Is it not from hence, that he may 
revenge their oppoſition to the kingdom of his 
dear Son? That he may Dale out of the midſt of 
them all that antichriſtian mortar, wherewith, from 
their firſt chao they have been cemented? That 


ſo the kingdoms of the earth, may become the 
kingdoms of the Lord Jefus. Is not the contro. 


verſy of Sion pleaded with them? Are not they 
called to an account for the tranſgreſſion of that 


charge given to all potentates, Touch not mine an- 


nomted? And what is the aim of the Lord Jeſus 
herein, whoſe mighty voice ſhakes them? Is it 


not to frame and form them for the intereſt of his 


own kingdom? that he may fulfil” the word he 
hath ſpoken to Sion, I will make thine officers peace, 


| and thine exactors rigteouſneſs ? | 


Conſider then (I pray) what ou bave in hand. 


Wait upon your king, the Lord Chriſt, to know his 


mind. If you lay any ftone in the whole build- 


ing that advanceth itſelf againſt his ſceptre, he will 


aße all again. Dig you never ſo deep, build you 


never ſo high, it ſhall be ſhaken. Nay, that there 
be no oppoſition, will not ſuffice : He hath given 


| light enough to have all things framed for his own 
2 


vantage. The time is come, yea the full time 
is come, that it ſhould be ſo, and he expects it 


from you. Say not, in the firſt place, this, or 
that ſuits the intereſt of England, but look what 


2 ſuits 
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— 
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ſuits the intereſt of Chriſt; and aſſure yourſelves, 
that the true intereſt of any nation is wrapped up 
therein. More of this in the treatiſe annexed to 
my ſermon, Jan. 31. 

2. Be encouraged under all thoſe perplexities 
and troubles, which you are, or may be wrapped 
up in. Lift up the hands that hang down, and let 
the feeble knees be ſtrengthened: I it but yet a 
little while, and he that ſhall come, will come, and 
will not tarry. The more you are for Chriſt, the 
more enemies you ſhall be ſure to have; but the 
Lamb ſhall overcome. He is to come to revenge 


the blood of his {lain upon this generation, and to 


free the reſidue from the jaws of the terrible, H 


"28 our Rock, and bit work ts per ect. What hath 


he begun, faſter, or flower, he will ſurely accom- 


pliſh, 


It is a thing of the moſt imaginable indiffereney, 
whether-any of our particular perſons behold theſe 
things here below, or no: If otherwiſe, we ſhal: 
for the preſent have re/# with bim, and fland in ow 


lot at the end of the days: But for the work itſelf, 


the decree is gone forth, and it ſhall not be recal - 
led; receive ſtrength and refreſhment in the Lord. 
Uſe. 3.] Wonder not, when the heaven is ſhaken, 
if you ſee the ſtars fall to the ground: We had 
ſome who pretended to be church ffars, that were 
merely fixed to all men's view, and by their own 
confethon in the politica! heavens, The firſt ſha. 
king of this nation ſhook them utterly to the 
ground, If others alſo tremble like an aſpen-leaf, 
and know not which wind to yield unto, or fail 
backwards and forwards by the ſame gale, won- 
der not at that neither: When men lay any othee 
foundation than the immoveable corner-ſtone, at 
one time or other, ſooner or later, affuredly they 
will be ſhaken. | | | ; 
Uſe 4.] Let the profeſſing people that are a- 
7 E 


mongſt 
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mongſt us look well to themſelves ; the day is com. ec 
ing that v0 burn [ike an oven. Droſs will not en. de 
dure that day; we have many an hypocrite as yet t 
to be uncaſed. Take heed, you that act high, if: e- 
falſe heart, a defiled heart be amongſt you, there t! 
ſhall be no place for it in the mountain of the u 
Lord's houſe. The inhabitants of Sion tall be al! 1: 
righteous, Iſa, Ix. 21. Many that make a great 4 
+ ſhew now upon the ſtage, ſhall be turned off with MW fu 
ſhame enongh : Try and fearch' yaur hearts, force W 
not the Lord to lay you open to all. The Spirit tt 
of judy ment and burning will try you. Tremble, I de 
pray, for you are entering a moſt purging, trying | C 

furnace as ever the Lord /et up on the earth. 
Uſe 5.] Be looſe from all ſhaken things; you 
ſiee the clouds return aſter the rain; one ſtorm in 
the neck of another. I hus it muſt be, until Chriſt 
hath finiſhed his whole work. Seeing that all theſe 
things muſt be diſſolved, what manner of per ſon: 
- ought ue to be in all manner of converſation ? Let 
your eyes be upwards, and your hearts be upwards, 
and your hands upwards, that ye be not moved at 
. the paſling away of ſhaking things. I could here 
encourage you, by the glorious ifſue of all theſe 
. ſhakings, whoſe fore-taſte might be as marrow to 
your bones, though they ſhould be appointed to 
conſumption before the accompliſhment of it : But 

T muſt cloſe. 

Je 6. ] See the vanity, folly, and madneſs of 
ſuch as oppoſe the bringing in the kingdom of the 
Lord Jeſus. Can'ſt thou hinder the rain from de- 
ſcending upon the carth when it is falling? Can'f 
thou ſtop the /ur from riſing at its appointed hour! 
Will the conceptzon for thee dwell quietly in the 
mb beyond its month? Surely thou may'ſt with 
far more eaſe turn and ſtop the current and coutſe 
of nature, than obſtruct the bringing in of the king 
dom of Chriſt in righteouſneſs and peace. Whence 


comes 
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comes it to paſs, that ſo many nations are waſted, 
deſtroyed, and ſpoiled, in the days wherein we live, 
that God hath taken quietneſs and peace from the 
earth? doubtleſs from hence, that they will ſmite 
themſelves againſt the /oxe cut out of the mountain 
without hands. Shall not the decree bring forth? 
Is it not in vain to fight againſt the Lord? Some 
are angry, ſome troubled, ſome in the dark, ſome 
full of revenge : But the truth is, whether they 
will hear or forbear, Babylon ſhall fall, and all 


the glory of the earth be ſtained, and the King- , 


doms become the Kingdoms of our Lord Jeſas 
Chriſt, 


And when ye ſee this, your heart ſhall rejoice, and 


your bones ſhall flouriſh like an herb: and the band 


of the Lord. /hall be known towards bis ſervants, and 
bit tndignation towards his enemies. 

For 55 re, and by hit ſword, will the Lord plead 
with all fleſh ; and the flain of th: Lord ſhall he- 
many. Iſaiah Ixvi. 14, 16. ; 
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7 main queſtion is, what is meant by the 
tenth part of the city; and what by the names 
of men ? 

I. By the tenth part of the city, I underitand— _ 
{ome one tenth part of Europe; which all once 
belonged to the juriſdiction of the city of Rome, 
and is in this book called ten 4:ngdoms... : 

2. By the earthquake, which is ſaid to be a great 
one, is meant a great concuſſion or ſhaking of ſtates, 
political or ecclefiaſtical, for of either, or of hath, 
it is uſed. Thus, under the fixth ſeal, the great 
alteration wrought in the Roman empire, when it 
turned from heatheniſm to Chriſtianity, brought 
about by the power of Conſtantine, with the de- 
poling thoſe heatheniſh emperors, captains, Sc. 
and altering the face of the empire's religion, is 
called an earthquake, chap. i. 6. So that the like 
mighty commotion, with an alteration of the face 
of things, either civil or eccleſtaſtic, ſhall fall out 
in a tenth part of the city, and ſhall accompany os. 
uſher in this riſing of the witneſſes, | 

3. Now, by and through this earthquake's fal- 
ling thus. out in a tenth part of the city, this tenth 
part of it is ſo ſhaken that it Valse; that is, ceaſeth 
to be a part of the city, or to belong to its juriſ- 
diction any longer; or, which is all one, fallt of, 
as we ſay, from being of the number of thoſe that 
grve their power to the beaſt. And, as earth- 


quakes are from inward motions in the bowels of 
| | E. 3 : the 


| 
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the earth, ſo this here may ſeem to ariſe from 


within that kingdom itſelf. Whether through the 


ſupreme magiſtrate's beginning to hate the whore, 
as the promiſe is; or the people's abominating the 
cruelty and contempt put upon the witneſſes and 


their cauſe ;—whether I ſay through the working 


of either, or both of theſe, I cannot determine; but 
J think through both: For the ruin of the city, 
unto which this at leaſt is a preparation, is to 
be effected through God's changing one of the 
king's hearts ſo to hate the whore as to eat her fleſh, 
and burn her with fire, chap. xvii. 
4. The effect of this earthquake, and fall of this 
tenth part of the city is, the killing ſeven thouſand 
of the names of men, fo it is in the original. A 
phraſe which, as thus joining names and men toge- 
ther, 1s not fo to be found in the whole book of 
God. By thefe names of men, are certainly deno- 
ted tlloſe, be it interpreted of whomſoever, that 
had been the witneſſes enemies, and that had the 
great agency and hand in killing them, and in ſub- 
jecting thoſe nations to the power of the beaſt. 
Mr Mede conceives it to be %% Aber 
names of men for men of names. Now, by men of 
names in ſcripture is meant men of office, title, and 
dignity. So, Numb. xvi. 2. thoſe 250 men who 


: were princes of the congregation, and in Corah's 


conſpiracy conſumed, are called men of name (ſo 
in the Hebrew); that is, men of title and dignity. 
— Now, as in the 5th verſe of this chapter, the 
ſpiritual puniſhment of many of them for their 
enmity to the witneſſes, is noted out by that fire 
which then devoured them: So here a civil pu- 
niſhment falls upon theſe for having thus killed 
theſe witneſles ; themſelves are to be Hled (haply) 
by being bereft of their names and titles which are 
to be rooted out for ever, and condemned to per- 
petual forgetfulneſs. | 
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Thus Mr Mede comes to. eccleſiaſtical dignity: 
under the papacy. And for the number 75090, ic 
is an indefinite number, and put for many, as the | 
uſual manner of the ſoripture 1 15. 


Now, which of theſe. ten kingdoms or of the 
ten ſtates in Europe, and what tenth part of the- 
city ſhall firſt have this great privilege—is not hard 
to Conjotture, though it be raſhneſs peremptorily 
to determine. 

The ſaints and churches belonging to the king- 
dom of France, God hath made a wonder unto me 
in all his proceedings towards them, firſt and laſt. 
For it is certain, that the firſt light of the goſpel, by 
that firſt and ſecond angel's preaching, chap. xiv. 
which laid the foundation of antichriſt's ruin, was 
out from among them: namely, thoſe of Lyons and - 
other places in France. And they bore and un- 
derwent the great heat of that morning of perſecu- 
tion, which was as great, if-not greater, than any 
ſince. And beſides, the churches of France have 
ever ſince had as great a ſhare in perſecutions, yea 
greater than any other churches. May it not, 
therefore, be hoped and looked for, that their kings, 
in the end, ſhould be of the number of thoſe kings, 
who, as you have it, chap. xvii. are to be wrought 
on to hate the whore, and to burn her with fre 
And ſo as that Kingdom had the firſt great ſtroke, 
ſo now it ſhould have the laſt great ſtroke 1 in the 
ruining of Rome? 


PETER JURIED, 1687, —Page 264, vol. 2d. 


MARK that the earthquake, i. e. the great alter- 
ation of affairs in the land of the papacy, muſt for 
that time happen Op in the tenth part of the 9 that 

ſhall 


ſhall-/al + for this ſhall be the effect of this earth- 


quake. wh | | 2 
Now what is this fentb part 'of thts city, which 


ſhall /a/7? In my opinion, we cannot doubt that 


it is France. This kingdom is the moſt conſidera- 
ble bart, or piece of the ten horns, or ſtates, which 
once made up the great Babylonian city: it fell; 


this does not: ſignify, that the French Monarchy 


ſhall be rweed ; it may be humbled; but in all ap- 
pearance, Providence does deſign a great elevation 


rages which it acts at this day Afterward, it muſt 
build its greatneſs upon the rains of the papal em- 
pare, and enrich ĩtſelf with the fpoils of thoſe who 
ſhall take: part with the papacy; They who at 


this day perſecute the proteſtants, know not whi- 


ther God is leading them: this is not the way by 
which he will lead France to the height of glory. 
If ſhe: comes thither, it is becauſe ſhe ſhall ſhortly 
change her road. Her greatning will be no da- 
mage to proteſtant ſtates; on the contrary, the pro- 
teſtant ſtates. ſhall. be enriched with the ſpoils of 
| others; and be ſtrengthened by the fall of anti- 
ehriſt's empire. This tenth part of the city ſhall 
fall, with reſpe& to the papacy; it ſhall break with 


Rome, and the Roman religion. One thing is cer- 


tain, that the Babylonian empire ſhall periſh thro? 


the refuſal of: obedience by the ten inge, who had 
given their power to the Bea. The thing is al- 


ready come to paſs in part. The kingdoms of 
Sweden, Denmark, England, and ſeveral ſovereign 
ſtates. in Germany, have witlidrawn. themſelves 
from the juriſdidtion of the Pope. They have 
Jhouled the bariet of her riches: They have eaten 
ber fleſh, i. e. ſeized on her benefices and revenues, 
which ſhe had in their coutftries, This muſt go 
on and be finiſhed as it is begun. The kings, who 

| yet 


v. 


for her after ward. It is Highly probable, that 
God will not let go unpuniſſied the horrible out- 
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t remain under the empire of Rome, muſt break 
with her, leave her ſolitary and deſolate. 
But who muſt begin this laſt revolt? It is moſt 
probable, that France ſhall. Not Spain, which as 
yet is plunged in ſuperſtition, and is as much un- 
der the tyranny of the clergy as ever. Not the 
emperor, who in temporals is ſubje& to the Pope, 
and permits that in his ſtates the Archbiſhop 
of Strigomum ſhould teach, that the Pope can. 
take away the imperial crown from him. It can- 
not be any country but France, which a long time 
ago hath begun to ſhake off the yoke of Rome. It 
is well known, how ſolemnly and openly war hath. 
been declared againſt the Pope, by a declaration of 
the king, (ratified in all -the. parliaments) by.the - 
deciſions of the aſſembly. of the French clergy, by 
a diſputation againſt the. authority of the Pope, 
managed 1n the Sorbon, ſolemnly, and by order of 
the court. Anda heighten the affront, the theſes . 
were poſled up, even upon the gates of his nuntio. 
Nothing of this kind had hitherto happened, at 
leaſt in a time of peace, and unleſs the Pope had 
given ogcaſion by his inſolences. thee t i 1 
Befides this, ſuperſtition and.idolatry loſe their. 
credit much in France, There is 2 ſecret. party, 
though well enough known, which greatly deſpi-- 
ſeth the popular devotions, images, worſhip -of 
ſaints, and is convinced that theſe are human in- 
ſtitutions; God is before -hand preparing for this 
great work. OF oe 46 NN 
To this it may be objected, that for the laſt. 
hundred and fifty years, the Pope's empire hath not 
been made up of ten kinga, becauſe the kings of 
England, Sweden, Denmark, Vc. have thrown off 
his government; and conſequently, France is not 
at this day the tenth part of the Babylonian empire; 
for it is more than a tenth part of it. But this is 
no difficulty : for we muſt know, that things re- 
ape: | | __ 


-_ 


tain the names which they bore in their original, 

(without regarding the alterations which time does 
bring along.) Though at this day, there are not 
ten fingdoms under the Babylonian empire, it is, 

notwithſtanding, certain, that each kingdom was 
called, and ought to be called in this prophecy, 
the tenth part; becauſe the prophet, having deſcri- 
bod this empire in its beginning, by its ten Borns, 
or ten Ringe, it is neceflary for our clear under- 
ſtanding, that every one of theſe ten kings, and 
kingdoms, ſhould be called one of the ten kings, or 
of the ten kingdoms, with reſpect to the original 
eonſtitution of the antichriſtian empire, 

Seeing the-tenth part of the city, which muſt fall, 
is France, this gives me fome hopes, that the death 
of the fwo witneſſes hath a particular relation to 
this kingdom. It is the. freet, or place of thys cit 
i. , the moſt fair and eminent part of it. The 
witneſſes: muſt remain dead upon flis ſtreet, and 

upon it they muſt be raiſed again. And as the 
death of the witneſſes and their reſurrection have 
a relation to the kingdom of France, it may well 
fall out, that we may not be far diſtant from the 
time of the refurrection of the witneſſes, ſeeing 
the three years and a half of their death, are ei- 
ther begun, or will begin hortlyx. 
Ad iu tbe eartbguate were Alain ſeven thouſand ; 
in the Greek it is, /e ven thouſand names of men, 
and not feven thouſand men. I confeſs, that this 
ſeems ſomewhat myſterious : in other places we 
find not this phraſe, names of men, put fimply for 
men. Perhaps there is here « figure of grammar 
called, Hypallage cafus, fo that names of men, are 
put For” men of name, i. e. of raiſed, and conſidera- 
ble quality, be it on the account of riches, or of 
dignity; or of learning. But I am more inclined 
to ſay, that here theſe words, names of men, muſt 
be- _ in their natural figniftcation, and do in- 
timate, 
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timate, that the total re/or ation , France, ſhall 
not be made with bloodſhed, nothing ſhall be de- 
ſtroyed hut names, ſuch as are the names of Monks, 
of Carmelites, of Auguſtines, of Dominicans, of 
Jacobins, Franciſcans, Capuchines, Jeſuits, Minimes, 
and an infinite company of others, whoſe number 
it is not eaſy to define, and which the Holy Ghoſt 
. denotes by the .number,/even, which is the number 
of perfection, to ſignify, that the orders of Monks 
and Nuns, ſhall periſh for ever. This is an inſti- 
tution ſo degenerated from its firſt original, that 
it is become the arm of antichriſt: Theſe orders 
cannot periſh one without another. | 
The kings of France at this day, do lift their 
authority ſo high, that nothing can reſiſt it. It is 
therefore probable, that every thing will bend un- 
der the yoke of their will when they ſhall reſolve 
to break with, Rome: and it ſeems. as if the pro- 
vidence of God was preparing the way unto this 
thing, by the clergy's declaration, confirmed by 
that of the king, vis. that 4ings depend on none in 
any thing which concern: temporals ; and. that it ts 
never lawful to deny obedience to them upon a pre- 
text of religion. For if this be once fixed, when 
ever it. {hall pleaſe the kings af France to forſake 
the communion of Rome, (by this principle of the 
preſent bĩiſnops) it cannot be allowed, that the peo- 
ple ſhould rebel againſt them. I look on that 
which is happened in England, as another prepa- 
ration unto this event: A king of a religion con- 
trary to that of the ſtate reigns.peaceably ; the 
reaſon is, that Providence will accuſtom the ſub- 
jects to pay ſubjection to princes who are enemies 
of the ruling religion. 
And the remnant were affrighted, and gave glory 
to the God of heaven. This is the total conver/ion 
And reformation of the tenth part of the city, i. e. 
of the kingdom of France, that ſhall quickly . 
| er 
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- after the kings of France ſhall kave broken with 
the Biſhop of Rome. 

Ver. 14. The ſecond wo ig paſt, and behold the 
-third wo cometh quickly; namely, the ſecond of the 
three woes, which had been denounced after the 
. found of the fourth-trumpet. And I heard an an- 
gel flying through the midſt of heaven, crying with 


a loud voice, Wo, wo, wo to the inhabitants of the 
earth, by reaſon of the other voices of the trumpet, 


which are yet to found. The firſt of theſe three 


woes was the graſhoppers, who came up out of the 


bottomleſs: pit with their head Apollyon, and in 


Hebrew Abaddon. Theſe graſhoppers are plainly 


the Jaracens, Arabians with their head Mahomet. 
The ſecond wo is the domination of the Turks, 
who paſſed from the other fide of Euphrates at the 
ſound of the fixth trumpet. And-the third wo is 
the fall of the antichriſtian empire, 

, Theſe three great events deſerve to be diſtin- 
guiſhed from all others; for they have changed, 
or ſhall change the whole face of the world. 

It 3s clear, that theſe kings who, through igno- 
rance or weakneſs, ſuffered their power to be uſur- 
ped by the empire of the papacy, {hall take it again, 


Hall eat ber fle/þ i. e. hall enrich themſelves with 
her benefices and revenues, and burn her with fire, 


7, e. {ball aboliſh the memory of this Romiſb empire, 
ſo that nothing but aſhes fhall remain of it. 
The firſt thing, which ſhall be done in the third 
period of the ſeventh vial, is the fall of the tenth 
part of the city, i. e. of the kingdom ' of France, 


which ſhall break with the court of Rome, and 


wholly change the face of religion in that 4ingdorn: 
this is the firſt action of the ventage. . 


Tbe beaſt and the falſe prophet, the Pope and 


his agents ſhall rally all their forces; but Cod ſhall 
muſter all his together, and give the laſt blow to 
pc pery: then the beaſt and. the falſe x rophet ſhall 
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be thrown into the lake, and plunged into the 
bottomleſs pit: Babylon ſhall wholly fall; and it 
ſhall be ſaid, the is fallen, the is fallen. | 


ARCHBISHOP' USHER, 1655, 

« THE greateſt ſtroke upon the reformed churches 
« ze yet to come — and the time of the utter ruin of 
«the ſee of Rome ball be when ſbe thinks herſelf 
« moſt \ ſecure.” One preſumed to inquire of him, 
what his preſent apprehenſions were concerning a 
very great perſecution. He anſwered, that a ſad per- 
ſecution would fall upon all the protęſtant churches 
in Europe:” Adding, I tell you, all you have yet 

ſeen hath been but the beginning of ſorrows, td 
what is yet to come upon the Proleſtant churches f 
Chrift, who will ere long fall under a ſharper per ſe- 
cution than ever; therefore (ſaid he) ooh you be 
in the outward court, but a worſhipper in 
the temple before the altar; for Chriſt will meaſure 
all thoſe that profeſs his name, aud call themſelves 
hit people; and the outward worſhippers he wilt 
leave out to be trodden dbwn by the Gentiles ; the 


_ outward court is the formal Chriſtians, whoſe re- 


ligion lies in performing the outward duties of 
Chriſtianity, without having an iaward liſe and 
power of fauh uniting them to Cbriſt, and theſe God 
will Teave to be trodden down, and ſwept away by 
the Gentiles ;_ but the worſhippers within the tem- 
ple, and before the altar, God will hide in the l-. 
low of bis hand, and under the ſhadow of his wings. 
And this ſhall be one great difference between this 
, and all the other preceding perſecutions : for 
in the former the moſt eminent and ſpiritual mini- 
ſters and Chriſtians did generally ſuffer moſt, and 
were moſt violently fallen upon; but in this laſt 
perſecution theſe ſhall be preſerved by God, as a ſeed 
to partake of that glory which ſhall immediately 
follow, and come upon the church, as ſoon as ever 
this ſtorm ſhall be over; for as it ſhall be the 
* F 8 tharpett, 
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ſharpeſt, ſo it ſhall be the ſhorteſt perſecution of 
- them all; and ſhall only take away the groſs hy- 
poerites and formal profeflors, but the true ſpirit. 
ual believers ſhall be preſerved. till the calamity 
be vB. FLOW the 
CHRISTOPHER LOVE, 1651. | 
% GREAT earthquakes and commotions by ſer l 
and land ſhall come in the year of God 1779.— 
* Great wars in Germany and America in 1780.— 
The deſtruction of popery, or Babylon's fall, in 
the year 1790.— Gd will be known by many in 
the year 1795. This will produce a great man.— 
The ſtars will wander, and the moon turn as blood, 
in 1800 — Africa, Aſia, and America will tremble 
in 1803.—-A great earthquake over all the world, 
in 1805. — God will be univerſally known by all. 
Then a ral reformation, and peace for ever, 
when the people ſhall learn war no more. 


ARCH BISHOP BROWN, 1551. 

_ © THERE is a new fraternity of late ſprung 
up, who call themſelves Jeu, which will de- 
crive many, who are much after the ſcribes and 
Phariſees manner, amongſt the Jews; they ſhall 
ſtrive to aboliſh the truth, und ſhall come very 
near to do it; for theſe ſorts will turn themſelves 
into ſeveral forms, with the heathen an heatheniſt, 
with atheiſts an atheiſt, with Jews a Jew, and with 
the reformers à reformade, purpoſely to know 
Jour intentions, your minds, your hearts, and your 
inclinations, and thereby bring © you at laſt to be 
Uke the o that /atd' in bis beart, there is no God. 
Theſe ſhall ſpread over the while world, ſhall be 
admitted. into the cbuncilr of printer and they never 
the wiſer; chatming of them; yea, making your 
= Pfifices-reveal their hearts, and the ſecrets therein 
unto them, and yet they not perceive it; which 
Will happen from falling from the law of God 
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und by winking at their fins ; yet in the end, God, 
to juſtify his law, ſhall ſuddenly cut off this ſocie- 
ty, even by the bands of thoſe who have moſt ſuc- 
coured _ and made uſe of them; ſo that at the 
end they ſhall become. odrous to all nations, they 


mall be worſe than Jews, having no reſting place : 


. 


NR. JOHN KNOX, 1572. 
« SENTEENCE is pronounced in Scotland a- 


| gainſt that murderer, the 4ing of France, and God's 


vengeance ſhall never depart from him, nor his 
bouſe, but his name ſhall remain an execration to 
poſterity; and - none that ſhall come of his loint, 
hall enjoy that kingdom in peace and quietneſs, 
unleſs repentance. prevent God's judgment.“ The 
French ambaſſador, being told the prediction, ap- 
plied to the regent and council for an interdiction, 


but was reſuſed. See his life. 
Un. JoH WILLISON, 1543. 


BEFORE antickriſt's fall, one of the ten kingdoms - 


which ſupported the beaſt {hall undergo a marvel- 


lans revolution, Rev. xi. 13. The;ſame bour there 
was a great earthquake, and the tenth. part of. the 
ey fell. By which tenth part, is to be underitootl 
ove: af the ten kingdoms into which the great city 
Romiſh Babylon was divided: this many take. to 


be the kingdom of France, it being the tenth and 


laſt of the kingdoms as to the time of its riſe, and 


that wWiüch gave to Rome the denomination of - 


beaſt with teu horns, and alſo it being the only one 


of the ten that was never conquered finge its riſe. 


However unlikely this and other prophecied e- 
= may appear at the time, vet the almighty 

band of the-ouly wiſe Gag cau ſoap bring Wen . 
_ yaw err . . "D- 
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1 DR. H. MORE, 1663. | 
ON the MrsrTexy of InzqQvrity contained in the 
kingdom of Antichriſt. N. | 

An earthquake fignifies- political commotions 
and change of affairs, is obvious to any one to 
note; and that whore of Babylon is nothing but 
the body of the ĩidolatrous clergy in the empire, 
who appertain to the ſeventh or laſt head of the 
beaſt, which is an head of blaſphemy, as well as 
. the fix firſt, that is to ſay, an idolatrous head. 
Whence we may underſtand what is meant by 
theſe: ſeven thouſand names of mon for neither 
ſeven nor thouſand' fignify any determinate num- 
ber, but-only the-nature or property of theſe names 
- of men that are ſaid to be flain, namely, that they 
-are TITLES DIGNITIES, OFFICES or ORDERS of men 
belonging to the ſtate of Chriſtendom, 


D GILL, 1941,—Rev. xi, 1%. 

. AND the ſame hour was there a great earthquake} 
Or © the fame day,” as the Complutenſian edition 
and ſome copies -read ; that is, at the time of the 
reſurrection and aſcenſion of the witneſles, as there 
was at the reſurrection of Chriſt, and is to be un- 
derſtood of a very great commotion in the civil af- 
fairs of kingdoms and nations within the Roman 
juriſdiction, as there was when Rome pagan was 
near its ruin, chap. vi. 12. i en 
Ad the tenth part of the city fell} Mr Daubuz 

interprets the - earthquake of the irruption of the 
Ottomans upon the Greeian empire, and the zenth 
part of the city, of the Greek church, and the fal- 
. ling of it, of its loſs of liberty, and falling into ſla- 

very; but fomething yet to come is here intended. 
By the city e city of Rome, the great 


. city,” mentioned in v. 8. and by the tenth part of 
it, may be defigned either Rome itſelf, which as it 
now is, according to theobſervation of ſome, is but 

à tenth part of what it was once; ſo that the ſame. 


© N 
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thing. 


a certain for an uncertain, as in Rom. xi. 4. and 
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thing is meant, as when it is faid, Babylon is fal- 
Ten, is fallen:“ or it may defign the tithes and pro- 


- fits which ariſe from the ſeveral kingdoms belong. | 
ing to the juriſdiction and ſee of Rome, which now 


will fall off from thoſe who uſed to ſhare them, 


upon this new and ſpiritual ſtate of things; the 
_ Goſpel daily gaining ground, and enlightening the 


minds of men, and freeing them from the ſlavery 


they were held in: or elſe the tenfold government 


of the Roman empire, or the ten kings that gave 
their kingdoms to the whore of Rome, and are the 
ten horns of the beaſt,” on which ſhe fits, who will 


now hate her, and burn her fleſh with fire; or ra- 
ther one of the ten kingdoms, into which the Ro- 

man weſtern empire was divided. Dr Goodwin 
ſeems inclined to think, that Great Britain is in- 


tended, which having been gained over to the 
popiſh party, will now fall off again: but I rather 
think the kingdom of France is meant, the laſt of 


the ten kingdoms, which roſe up out of the-rums 


of the Roman empire, which will be conquered, 
and which will be the means of its reformation 
from popery. E 


And ia the earthquake were flam of men ſeven 
' #bouſand}] The meaning is, that in the commo- 
tions, maſſacres, tumults, and wars which will be 
throughout the empire, ſuch a number of men will 


be ſlain; which is either put for a greater number, 


perhaps in reference to the account there; other- 
wiſe ſeven thouſand is but a ſmall number to be 


flain in battle; or as it is in the original text, 
* the names of men ſeven. thouſand.” Now it is 


obſerved by ſome, that the ſmalleſt name of num- 
ber belonging to men, is a centarion, or captain of 


an hundred men; and ſuppoſing that to be meant, 
then ſeven thouſand names of men will imply, 

that in an hour, or about a fortnight's time, may 
de flain thr 
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facres, about ſeven hundred thouſand men, which | 
is a very large number: or names of men may 
ſignify men of name, of great renown, as in Numb. 
Xvi. 2. ; and then, if ſeven thouſand men of name, 
officers in ar mies, ſhould be {lain, how great muſt 
be the number of the common ſoldiers? Some 
have thought, that eccleſiaſtical dignities, or men 
- diſtinguiſhed. by names and titles, ſuch as cardi- 
nals, archhiſhops, biſhops, prieſts, c. and the 
whole rabble ot. the antichriſtian lierachy, which 
will now fall, and be utterly demoliſhed, are intended. 
Aud the, remnant, were. affrighted]. Who. were 
not ſlain-in this uake ; theſe will be affected 
with the j God upon. others, and be 
made ſenſible of — aud of their deliver | { 
_ ance, which will ſo work upon chem, vn 
them from poperx. 
43 And gave. gibs ta 4b. Go of heaven} Will — 
„ knowledgethe juſtice ef God, and the,righteouſ- 
nes of his judgments 88 
and his gaodneſs/to them who are ſpared ; 
donfeſs their tranſgreſſions and. ſius, they have been 
” guilty of; and give the glory of their þ $0 lng 
* not to their idols Hd! images, but to the true God, 
whole religion they now embrace; for this reſpects 
the large conyerfions among the popiſh party, to 
tho true religion, under the influence of the grace 
God, through the preaching of the goſpel, which 
19 5 now. be throughout the world... 56 £2 
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_ HERE. fe wiſdom] Not ng in the ba . 

ſoription of the two beaſts, but in what follows as to 

the number of the beaſt, theſe two now coaleſcing 

in one, and have one and the ſame number; and 

to durap it up, and conceal it in ſuch an obſcure 

manner, ſhows great wiſdam in God, as it requires 

much in man, and ſerves greatly ta exerciſe n 

2 A NOPE out. Sans 2 
N | 


| APPENDIX, ; * 


Let him that hath under flanding count the num 
of the beat! Whoever has ſkill in numbers, let 4 
him make uſe of it, that he may know the nane 
and nature of the antichriſtian beaſt, and the nume - 
ricabtetters of his name, or the number of him, and 
of che time when he aroſe, and when he will expire. 

For it is the number of a mau] Either a num 
ber that may be reckoned by man, or which is in 
common uſe among men; ſee chap. xxi. 17. or that 
Which is contaiged in the name of a man. 

And bi, er is fix hundred three ſcore and fix] 
Wich ſome think refers to the time of the riſe of 
antichriſt, in the year 666; but that ſeems rather 
- o be in the year 606, when the biſhop%f Ronie 
obtained the name of univerſal biſbop; others have 


been of opinion that it refers to the expiration of 4%. 
thedeaſt, which they thought would have been in | 
the year 1666, the number of the thouſand bongg -} 
dropped, as it i in our common ] of ſpeaking; a4 
1 the Spaniſh invaſion was in 6 

Staring 1 538, and cue civil wars began in 41, that 8 

1641, but time has ſhewn that this was a mil.” = 3 

1 


* taker ſenſe; the more prevailitzg opinion is tha 
of Mr Potter; who has wrote a peculiar and learn- 9 
ed treatiſe upon this paſſage; w kes thſe count» 1 
ing of this number to be no other than the extract- a 

ing of its root, which is the number 25, which * 3 
when multiplied into itſelf, and the fraction in | 
working it 41 is added, makes up the quatre um-. 
ber 666; and now 25 being added to A. D. 33, : 
makes 58, which was the time of the-bealſt's'con- 
ception, to which if 666 is added, it brings us to 
the year 2, When he-afrived to his age of man- 

hood, and when the war about the pping of; , 
images broke offt: but others think that the nu: 
meral letters in ſome man's name which amount 60 en 
this date, and which agrees with antichriſt, are inn 
tended; and here various conjedt ures are made; 
ſome have obſerved, that in genealogical aritbhme- 
tie the number of Adontkawils- poſterity is 666, 


ſome 
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